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Treasury of Western Australia will have
to eontribute a considerable sum of money to-
wards the settlement of these men, it is
only fitting that every opportunity should
be given to them to make a success of their
rehabilitation. I dare to make this state-
ment that if the Administration at the time
of the inanguration of the group settlement
years ago had paid attention to the advice
of many members of Parliament in this
House and in another place, many of the
men whose hearts were broken and who
Jeft their farms, probably would have
seen the job through, and many of the mis-
takes of the Administration would have
been avoided. However, that is all past;
I hope we will not be placed in a similar
position again. There are several other
matters I wish to discuss, but the ballots
earlier in the afternoon took longer than
I expected and I shall not delay members
further at this juneture.

On motion by Hon. A. L. Loton, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.13 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

TIMBER.
As to Production and Requirements.
Mr. McLARTY asked the Minister for
Foresis:
1, Will there be sufficient timber pro-
duced in Western Australia to supply local
requirements for {(a) all home building from
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now on and in the post war period; (b)
railway sleepers, having regard to proposed
change of gauge; (¢} general construction
purposes?

2, Will there be any surplus timber for
export, having in mind the fact that there
will be a keen demand for our timber over-
sea

3, How many seasoning kilns are in opera-
tion in this State, and what is their annuoal
output?

The MINISTER replied:

1 (a), (b) and (c¢), So far as it is pos-
sible to assume future reguirements it is
anticipated that Western Anstralia will he
able to produce sufficient timber to meet all
loeal requirements for hardwoods.

2, It is expected that sufficient {imber
will be produced to provide a limited quan-
tity for export.

3, There ave eight installations varying
in size from two to six compartments with
vard layout and handling facilities for neces-
sary preliminary air drying. Annual eapa-
city in lin. material is 11,300 loads.

NORTH-WEST.

(¢) As to Road Transport Fuacilities.

Mr, RODOREDA asked the Premier:

1, In view of the statements of the Min-
ister for the North-West that it is impossible
to procure another ship for North-West
trade, will the Government inaugurate a road
gervice from rail head to ports at least as
far as Roebourne?

2, If not, what does the Government pro-
pose to do to remedy the position now exist-
ing?

The PREMIER replied:

1 and 2, Efforts have heen made to pro-
cure ships suitable to the North-West coastal
trade, hut these are very difficult to obtain,
mainly because of placement of derricks on
ships not used to service in waters where
there is a high range of tide. We are en-
deavouring to arrange for the Xybra fo

return to us and in addition we are fully

investigating the prospect of inangnrating
some velief road service as an emergency.

(b) As to Relief from Imcome Tazation.
Mr. W, HEGNEY (without notice) asked
the Premier:
Will the Premier take advantage of the
Prime Minister’s visit to Perth to urge upon
him the necessity further to relieve residents,
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ineluding pastoralists, of the northern and
North-West portions of the State from the
present burden of income tax?

The PREMIER replied:

The Government has for some time taken
up the question of inequalities in taxation as
affecting the northern portion of the State.
It is my intention tomorrow to take up with
the Prime Minister, amongst other things
connected with the welfare of the State, the
incidence of taxation, partienlarly the spread
of taxation in the northern and pastoral
areas.

(¢) As to Whim Creek Conference.

Mr. W. HEGNEY (without notice) asked
the Premier:

1, Is it a fact that a political party
opposed to the Government arranged for a
representative fo travel to and be present
at the recent conference held at Whim Creek
to take shorthand notes of all proceedings
with a view to embarrassing the Govein-
ment?

2, Does the Premier know of any subse-
quent action taken or contemplated conse-
quent upon the report from the authorised
Tepresentative to his political sponsors?

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Do not be silly!

The PREMIER replied:

1, I have heard, and to the best of my
belief 1t is true, that arrangements were
made for & representative to be present at
the conference and report to a political party
anything that might happen that would he
an embarrassment to the Government.

2, I have not heard of any suhbsequent
action; and, from the copy of the minutes
T have reeeived from an aceredited souree,
the secretary of the eonference, I would say
that there is very little likelihood of any
embarrassment to the Government arising
therefrom.

Mr. McDONALD: On a matter of privi-
lege, I would like to state that the Premier
has been entirely misinformed.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a question.

CLAIM BY MRS. J. P. JORGENSEXN.
As to Loss of Qals.

Alr. WATTS asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:

Will he lay on the table of the House all
papers regarding a elaim by Mrs. J. P.
Jorgensen of Kendenup relative to the loss
of 35 (or 37) bags of oats and inquiries
made regarding same?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER
WEST replied:

As the Crown Law Departinent advise
that this matter may be the subject of legal
action, it is not considered advisable to lay
the papers on the Tahle of the House at
the present time, but there would be neo
objection to this being done when the mat-
ter is finalised.

FOR THE XNORTH-

GROUP SETTLEMEXNT FARMS.
As to Be-conditioning, etc,

Mr. HOAR asked the Minister for Lands:
1, How many vacant farms, previously
oceupied under the Group Settlement
Scheme, are there in the Bridgetown, Man-
Jimup, Pemberton and Nertheliffe areas?

2, Under investigation now proceeding
in preparation for future settlement, what
percentage of these farms are meeting the
Government’s requirements?

3, What is the nature of the work now
being done on these selected farms?

4, Is any attention bheing given to the
farm houses; and, if so, is it bis intention
to repair these to maintain their previous
standard, or has any eonsideration been
given to more modern requirements?

5, Will these vacant farms be selected
under the new settlement conditions re-
gardless of existing debt; if not, what part
will previous capitalization play in deter-
mining a fair price?

The MINTSTER replied:

1, Bridgetown, nil; Manjimap, 40¢;
Pemberton, 65; Northeliffe, 1125 total, 227.

2, Investigations are still proceeding and,
until the work is eompleted, it would be im-
possible to answer the question, hut it is
considered that a good percentage of bloeks
will meet requirements.

3, Reconditioning generally.

4, Yes. Consideration is being given to
the provision of modern requirements.

5, Parms will be granted on perpétual
lease and capitalised according to produc-

.tive ecapacity, allowing for a reasonable

standard of living.

COUNTRY WATER SUPPLIES,
(a) As to Great Southern Scheme.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Water Supplies: In view of the fact that
many farmers desire to ensure against a
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shortage of water in future years can he
indicate—

{(a) Whether details regarding the com-
prehensive water scheme to serve the Great
Southern and distriets east of it will be
sufficiently advanced to enable the scheme
to be placed before the next Premiers’ Con-
ferenee and the financial responsibility of
the Commonwealth and State Governments
determined ¢

(b) If not, when does he consider such
aetion will be possible?

{¢) Assuming ihe answer to {a) is in the
affirmative, will the Bill anthorising the work
be placed before Parliament this session?

(d) If not, can he estimate when it will
be ready to submit to Parliament?

The MINISTER replied:

(a) Ne.

{b) In approximately six weeks’ time.

(e) Every effort will be made to do this.

{d) See answer to (c).

(b) As to Northern Districts.

Mr. BERRY (without notice) asked the
Minister for Water Supplies:

Does the water scheme referred to in the
previous question inelude the northern dis-
triets, and will he place the needs of that
part of the State hefore the next Premiers’
Conference as well as the needs of the Great
Southern ?

The MINISTER replied:

The northern part of the State referred
to is incluoded in the proposed scheme; but,
as I indicated, the ease in connection with the
scheme will not be aviilable for presentation
and discussion at the next Premiers’ Con-
ference, but will be ready in approximately
six weeks’ time.

BREN GUN CARRIERS.

As to Use for Farm Tractive Purposes.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agrieuliure:

1, Has he read {a)} the statement in the
Press that Bren gun carriers have been sue-
cessfully used to draw ploughs in the East-
ern States and (b) that suech Bren gun ear-
riers can be sold for a price that is weil
within the pockei of the small farmer?

2, Will he take immediate action to secure
(a) the release of Bren gun earriers to this
State or (b) the conversion of those carriers
that are in this State, so that they may be
early available to farmers who are unable to
proeure tractors?
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The MINISTER replied :

1, (a) and (b) Yes.

2, (a) The Department requires further
information in conneetion with the economic
utility of Bren gun carriers before action
can bhe decided npon. (b) No Bren gun ear.
riers are available at present in Western
Australia. Such information as is available
does not indieate that Bren gun carriers will
be economical when used as tractors. How-
ever, Bren gun carriers will be available in
due course and can be purchased then if
thought advisable by favmers.

TROLLEYBUS SERVICE.

As to Extension to Cottesloe.

Mr. NORTH asked the Miister for Rail-
ways:

Has any work been done towards the
crection of substations or extending direct
current to enable the trolleybus service to
run as far as Jarrad-street, Cottesloe?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Railways) replied:

No.

POTASH.

As to Production, Costs, ete.

Myr. THORN asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:

1, When is it expected that the produc-
tion estimate of 130 tons of potash a day,
given to the House on the 10th November,
1042 (“Hansard,” page 1219), in respect of
the works at Lake Campion, is likely to be
realised ?

2, In view of the fact that the installa-
tion of a one unit plant is already stated to
have involved a capital expenditure of ap-
proximately £224000, by how much is the
estimate of £220,000 for the establishmens
of the plant in triplicate—which estimate
was given on the same day—now likely to be
exceeded?

3, Is it likely that the works will ever be
able to produee potash at £12 a ton of the
same unit value as the imported article; and,
if such an expectation is held, on what data
is it based?

4, What is the anticipated annoual loss on
the running of the works based on the pre-
sent production and selling prices?

The MINISTER replied:

1, This statement was corrected on the
19th November, 1942. The estimate referred
to the treatment of 130 tons of alunite per
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day and not to the production of 130 tons of
potash per day. At the present time 100
tons of alunite sre being treated daily and
this quantity is being steadily inereased.

2, The ecapital expenditure incurred te
date includes purchase of the interests of
the private syndicate, £14,000; housing and
town services, £23,000; research aectivities,
£12,0060, and certain items of _plant and
equipment for triplication. The approxi-
mate amount required to complete the tripli-
cation of the plant is £200,000.

3, Yes, based on the actual experieace
of operating the single unit plant.

4, The estimated loss for Aungust is at
the rate of £10,000 per annum. Plant modi-
fications are now being made and produetion
inereased. The loss for September is esti-
mated to be at the rate of £5,000 per annum,
and for October, nil, after which the plant
should be operating on a profitable basis.

TRAM SERVICE, INGLEW(QOD.
As to Inadegnacy.

Mr. J. HEGNEY (without notice) asked
the Minister for Railways:

1, Is he aware that at 7.40 this morning
the tram service provided for the residents
of Inglewood was hopelessly inadequate and
that people are complaining?

2, Is he aware that the same conditions
applied on Monday morning?

3, Will he take steps to remedy the posi-
tion?

The PREMIER (for the
Railways) replied:

1 and 2, The matter raised by the hon.
member will, T am sure, receive the atten-
tion of the Minister for Railways,

3, T will endeavour to advise the hon.
member privately,

Minister for

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sirth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. WATTS (Katapning) [440]: I
would like, at the outset, to congrstulate the
new member for Vietoria Park on the very
good contribution which he made to the
Address-in-reply as his first venture in this
House. T well remember the sensation which
overcame me, some ten years ago, when [
taced a similar state of affairs. I ihink the
hon. member is to he congratnlated on the
very creditable way in which he dealt with
the matters he discussed here yesterday.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Since_ the last Address-in-reply debate
there has been a very great change in the
war situation. In Europe the victory of the
Allies has been, I suppose, as complete as
any victory in history. In the Pacific it
appears that we are rapidly approaching a
similar state of affairs, but it seems to me
that, with all that vietory in war, our prob-
lems are only just beginning. In faet, such
is the condition of the world and so fremen-
dous—in my view—will be the resulte of the
scientific achievements in war, that it is al-
most impossible to contemplate what will be
the effect of those achievements in the days
of peace. I am convinced that unless we, ns
the so-ealled eivilised people of this world,
excreise our minds very considerably in the
rontrol of the scientific achieversents which
have come out of this war, we shall find that
eivilisation, as we know it today—and alsoe
as we hope to improve it in the future—will
cease to exist.

The reports of the last day or two show
that these scientific achievements, although
they are undoubtedly inflicting terrvible dam-
nge on the cnemy, who brooght it upon him-
self, do not afford any of us great comfort
as to the future, If we arc going to allow
any war to take place heveafter, on any ex-
ciose or on any justification, and if it is to
reach any great proportions or involve many
peaple, T have ne doubl whatever thai the
civilised community, in which we live and
in which we have lived—and in which we
hope our suecessors will live—will no longer
exist.. While sueh confercnces as that at
San Francisco were of tremendeuns import-
anee in the scheme of the world’s affairg
when they took place, in my opinion, as day
follows day, they are becoming of more ang
more importance, and the results which they
set out to achieve at that conference must
he achieved, and wars must be ended, or the
prospects that we are offering our children
and onr children’s children are sach that the
majority of us will tremble to think of them.

Tt therefore hchoves us all, to the best of
our ability and insofar as we may—with dif-
ferenecs of opinion which of course must
exist—to do all we ean to ensure that there
i% an outlook on world affairs which will
make for beiter relationships hetween
natiens and the impossibility, ultimately, of
any further ontbreak of hostility between
the nations that eall themselves civilised.
That involves also preventing others, whom
we may not regard as quite so eivilised, from
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indulging in that particular method of
settling their disputes, because onee the
spark is laid to a train of disputes there is
no knowing what the end of it all will be.
That scems to me to be the position interna
tionally. It is one which will require care-
ful thought and consideration by everyonme.
Doubtless the share which we, on both sides
of this House, can take in it will be com-
paratively small, but T suppose that from
time to time we can make some contribution
and, whatever contribution we can make, I
venture to snggest it is onr bounden duty to
make it, entirely separated—in this particu-
lar regard—from all questions of difference
in our political views, beeause it does not
matter in major questions, such as I have
been discussing, what one's particnlar view
of how the improvement should be achieved
may he. We have to be certain, if we want
mankind to remain and earry on on the
varth, that people are given the opportunity
to do so in peace and guietness, whatever
may be the partieular method by which it is
hoped to achieve that end.

While we have disposed of dictators in
other parts of the world and are disposing
of another dietator in the Pacific area, we
have to be certain that dictatorship of an-
ather gsovt does pot raise its head in our own
counfry. There are those among us who
boast, from time to time, of their desire to
follow and ecarry out the wishes of the
people, but there are some among them who,
when they hear those wishes, and when they
are told in a clear and definite manner what
those wishes are, proceed to do the very
opposite. They are the type of people from
whom dictators are made. It is only the de-
sire to have an authority not vested in them
by the people by any peaceful or demoeralic
means that produees the dictators whom we
have destroyed and are destroying. We have
either to accept the decision of the people
when it is given or take no notice of it. If
you do the former you are not a dietator,
but if you do the latter you are well on the
way fo a system of dictatorship, and that
is one of the major complaints that T have
against the Commonwealth Government at
the present time.

The Commonwealth Government put to
the people of Australia, in August of last
vear, a series of questions which were all
wrapped up in one question. No one pre-
vented the Commonwealth Government from
putting forward its case in the elearest pos-
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sible manner or giving as much publicity to
its views as it wished, or expending as much
of the taxpayers’ money on propaganda as
it desired to do, on the understanding that
it would accept the verdict of the people
when it had been given. That verdict was
given in no uncertain terms. It was given
in the most clear and determined manner by
four of the States of this Commonwealth,
and by the vast majority of the electors of
Anstralia as a whole, but there has been a
process ever since—and it is being carried

_on now—of endeavouring to achieve by in-

direet means what the people of Australia
refused to grant the right to achicve by con-
slitutional means.

1 need go no further than the question of
air transport, There was a clear and un-
equivoeal settlement of the question by the
clectors of Australia, As they had done in
1937, so they again did in 1943. They turned
down any amendment to the Australian Con-
slitution which invelved contrel by the Com-
monwealth of air transport, which involved
the right, therefore, of the Commonwealth
to nse air transport in peacetime—turned it
down as flat as a pancake, But that does
not matter fo our wonld-be dietators. They
carry on and proceed to introduce legisla-
tion, and they contend, so it appears to me,
that they are superior to the people. Well,
when they have once reached that stage, they
are becoming, as 1 expressed the view carlier,
dictators, and the people of Australia must
look after themselves. The people have ex-
pressed their opinion, and those who govern
in the name of the people must either accept
the verdict of the people or take the conse-
quences in some other way, as T am sure they
will ultimately do when the people find them
out, as they assuredly will do.

My views on the referendum question are
fairly well known. I say quite frankly that
had the people of Australia decided against
the views I hold, I should have aceepted
their verdict, because that is the only proper
attitude to take in a matter of this sort.
But our would-be demoerats or alleged
demoerals, who continrually advance the view,
particularly in the Parliament at Canberra,
that the veice of the people is virtually the
voice of God, are the very first people who
proceed to deny the verdiet of the people,
not only in the matter I have mentioned hut
also in a number of other matters that were
associated with the same referendum. YWhat
the people of Australia did say was that
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they desired the Federal spirit to remain.
The Federal spirit involved the retention of
the State Parliaments with a considerable
amount of authority, as contemplated by the
Constitution of Australia. The people un-
equivocally, not only on this oeccasion but
also on many previous occasions, have ex-
pressed the opinion that they desire this
state of affairs. They expressed it in 1943
aven more strongly than before in view of
the very broad questions involved in the Re-
ferendum. Therefore it behoves us as mem-
bers of a State Parliament to accept wil-

lingly our share of the responsibility and

carry out to the utmost of our ability and
strength the duties that the people of Aus-
tralia desire us to accept and confinue to
carry on, and not to make futile excuses, as
T have heard made in this House io the last
few days. One member said—

Because of the unfortunate defeat of the
referendum proposals last year, there is ae-
cordingly imposed upon the State Parlinments
a greater burden of responsibility, under far
greater hazards and difficulties, than would
have been the case had the people of the Com-
monwealth granted those powers to the Com-
monwealth authorities.

There is no greater burden of responsibility
imposed upon this Parliament than the
people of Anstralia intended it to have, and
those who give lip service to the wishes of
the people would he well advised to get to
work and give real service in accordance
with those wishes. They should remember
that, if greater responsibilities are imposed
upon them, it is the wish of the people that
they should accept those responsibilities,
and it is their business to accept them from
this day forward without the slightest hesi-
tation. The hon. gentleman to whom T re-
fer went on to say—

On account of the limitations of the Com-
monwealth Constitution, it will become neces-
sary, at the cessation of hostilities, for the
majority of the mnnition factories and other
estabhlishmen{s set up by the Commonwealth
Government to he sold or practically given
away—that has heen the experience in the past
—to private traders, beeause the Common-
wealth Government is unable to proceed with
that form of activity outside of war require-
ments or unless it is dircetly for defence pur-
poses, Therefore, in regard to that matter, it
heeomes the duty of the State Government to
become active immediately for the purpose of
taking over many of the munition establish-
ments set up by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

[ASSEMBLY.]

What is wrong with that? Why shonld it not
be the duty of this State to accept such re-
sponsibility and take over those particular
institutions if they ean be put to service in
the interests of the State? For what does
this Parliament exist if it is not to do ser-
viee for Western Australia and carry out, to
the best of its ability, the verdict of the
prople, all of which is involved in the one
thing. Consequently I commend strongly
the proposal, and offer my assistance to the
best of my poor ability to this Government
and Parliament.

The Minister for Lands: Not so “poor.”

Mr. WATTS: I hope they will get to work
as quickly as they can and take advantage
of the very strong posifion into which the
people of Anustralin have put them by the
referendum and sav, “We are going to be
the people substantially responsible for the
development of Western Australia.” I know
perfectly well that the question of finance
is involved. I know that the tinkering with
the Australian Conpstitution and the peculiar
1ulings and methods indulged in over the
last 30 years have made the financial posi-
tion of the State a little more difficult.

Mr. Smith: What peculiar rulings are
they?

Mr., WATTS: Quite a number of in-
stances generally, not so mueh rulings. The
Loan Couneil agreement was unfortunately
ingerted in the Constifution on the vote of
the people of Australia and I have {o sub-
mit to that, but we have uniform taxaiion,
and we have had rulings by the High
Court on State property when it was de-
eided that customs duty on property im-
ported for the use of State Governments
was not a tax but was a duty on the act of
importation, thereby infringing the in-
tention of the Commonwealth Consti-
tution, which provided that the pro-
perty  of the State should not be
taxed by the Commonwealth. That has
involved this State alone in a eost of mil-
lions of pounds in the last four deecades.
There have been worse means adopted

which have chiviedl—I use that word ad-

visedly—the State out of the means of
raising revenne or retaining revenmne when
raised that should not have heen adopted.
It is praefieable and no donbt quite possible
for a restoration to be brought ahout of the
general prineiples which should have gov-
erned and were infended to govern the Fed-
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eration. I do not think I am asking too
mueh, in view of the verdiet of the people
last August, that we should take steps to
bring about that state of affairs if we can.

In the course of further remarks on the
Address-in-reply the member for East Perth
pointed out the need for providing ameni-
ties for workers. In that point of view, I
am entirely in agreement with him, There
is considerable need for recreation, eanteen,
dressing-room and other facilities of that
natare to be provided in factories and places
where large numbers of personnoel are em-
ployed.

Mr, Cross: What ahout getting a six-day
instead of seven-day week for fire brigade
employees?

Mr. WATTS: But may 1 suggest that
there has been ample time sinee 1924 for
these improvements to be brought into effect ?
Whose fanlt is jt if these amenities do not
exist in Government establishments at the
present timed It certainly is not mine.
Twenty-one years have clapsed since 1924,
Of those 21 years, the gentlemen to whom
the hon. member would pay political de-
ference have been in oftice for 18 years, and
18 -years out of 21 years represent about
56 per cent, of the time. Therefore I sub-
mit that the hon. member's politieal eol-
leagnes must take 86 per cent. of the re-
sponsibility—if there is any respousthility
to be tuken—for the absence of the amepi-
ties of which he spoke. 1 said that T agree
with the hon. member, and I did not hegin
agreeing with him last week, cither. In
case he feels that that is not so, I will quote
him what I said in the Katanning Town
Hall on tbe 4th November, 1943. These
were my words—

Attention should be given to the provision

of better working conditions for industrial
workers employed by the Government, In

some instances, private conecerns have done a °

great deal and far outdistanced Government
eoncerns. The Government should ensure that
the conditions under which its employees work
are at least comparable, Among these, canteen
and recereation facilities take a pruminent
Place.

So there is no doubt in my mind, nor has
there been before, that the desires of the
hon. member are well worthy of consider-
ation and also of being brought to fruition.
Onee again let me remind him that he and
those associated with him must take the
major part of the vesponsibility for the
non-existenee of such  amenities, because
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obviously it is the duty of any Government
to set an example to the people in a matter
of that kind.

I wish to say a word or twe on the pas-
toral industry. I had not, of course, in-
tended to make any reference to this point
when I started, but I feel impelled to do
80 in view of a question withoul notice
which was asked this afterncon by the
member for Pilbara, I do not know what
other political organisations sent a repre-
sentative to Whim Creek on the 29th July.

Mr. Thorn: No-one shonld have gone to
Whim Creek without referrving it to the
member for Pilbara!

Mr. WATTS: I do know, however, that
the organisation of which I form part did
send such a representative and that it made
no bones about saying it was going to do
s0, because I broadeast the fact over the
radio six days before. When it comes to a
question of the member for Pilbars inguir-
ing whether this gentleman was sent there
in order to embarrass the Government—

Mr. Thorn: What a shame!

Mr. WATTS: —that ¢an only be ascer-
tained, I take it, by the result, if any, of
the report or investigation that he eon-
ducted. At this stage T will say that [
have not yet read any report made hy that
gentleman and therefore I do not know
what its substance is. T do not know
whether it has been given any publicity,
nor do I know whether it will be given any
publicity. I will say this, however, that if
the hon. member, or any other hon. mem-
ber, thinks that by asking questions of
that kind he ean restriet my right, or the
right of any organisation to which I be-
long, to send a representative to such a
gathering or to go there myself in order
to find out the conditions in any part of
this State, whether to embarrass the Gov-
ernment or no, then I am eertainly not
going to aceept his right to do so.

I have a perfecl right, if I wish, to visit
any part of the State in order to find out
what is or is not happening there. If it
does not happen to be convenient for me
to go myself and the organisation to which
I helong fecls disposed to send someone
else to diseover the circumstances, or to
appraise the position so that we may be
hetter informed how to act or not to act
in rezard te public matters, rather than
do so in the absence of such information,
then so far as I am concerned we shall go
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where we like and when we like in order to
fird ocut these things, not to embarrass the
Government hut to find out for ourselves
what the condifions are in this State and
to obtain first-hand knowledge, so far as
we can, of any situation existing in any
part of Western Australia, without asking
permission from the member for Pilbara or
from anyone else. So long as the right of
a free man exists to move about in this
State, that right will be exercised by me
in order to disevver what is right or wrong
in any part of the State. Do I complain
when the member for Canning wanders into
my electorate? Certainly not! I have never
discovered the member for Canning taking
any action that I regard as improper in
those areas.

Mr. Thorn: The member for Pilbara
wandered into mine.

The Minister for Lands: And lost him-
self!

Mr. WATTS: I reserve the right to take
exactly similar netien, or to send someone
else to do so for me, should eireumstances
in any part of the State warrant it.

Member: Hear, hear!

Mr. WATTS: I would do so not with the
idez of embarrassing anybody, but with
the ohject of accertaining, as I have said,
the information we desire or what the
particalar diffieulty is that it is sought
to overcome, for I helieve it is the duty of
every member of Parliament—quite apart
from the ridienlous guestion asked by the
member for Pilhara—to find out all he can
abouf this great country in which we live,
this State of Western Anstralia, whieh is
well worthy of all the attention we can give
it. We should do so freed and diseharged
from all question of political propaganda
and solely for the purpose of doing our
best for the land in whick we live. We
know there are occasions when there is a
split or a cleavage, as it were, in polities
that eannot be avoided; but the Premier put
it very nicely the other day when he re-
ferred to co-operation, as far as possible,
between us. I think he has achieved that,
but he will not achieve it better if the mem-
ber for Pilbara asks such questions or if
he is encouraged fo do so. Let me now turn
to something much more interesting and
profitable.

The Minister for Lands: I am sure the
hon. member accepts your apology.
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Mr. WATTS: There is no apology in-
tended or given. I can assure the Minister
for Lands on that point. I am not going
to hide behind the door aboui sending a
representative of my organisation anywhere.
I bring the matter out into the open straight
away. That is the only place to bring it.
I want no hole-and-corner guestions from
the member for Pilbara.

The Minister for Lands: I wonder why
the member for Subiaco looks so gnilty!

Mr. WATTS: Turning to the question of
housing—T may get back to the pastoral in-
dustry later on—it seems to me that we
have had a great deal of debate on the
question of the cost of housing. To my
mind the question of cost is not of as great
importance as the need for homes. I en-
tirely agree that we must keep the costs
down; but so long as they are reasonahly
comparable with similar hounses erccted in
other States of the Commonwealth, then
one can hardly attack or criticise any Gov-
ernment here on the ground of cost. Western
Australia appears to be at present about
midway between the costs heing incurred in
some of the Eastern States and others of
the Eastern States, and therefore I shall
not this afternoon deal any further with
the question of costs. I do wish to poini
out, however, that the quickest way of
solving the bousing problem in this State
is to provide faeilities not only for homes to
be built under Government schemes, but
also for those people who desire to huild
their own homes.

There are numbers of people who have
the money and the desire to build themselves
homes in which to live. They do not want
Government assistance; they do not want
regimentation or contrel; all they want is
materials and labour for the purpose.
Therefore, the reply of the Premier to a
question which I asked him the other day
with respect to reducing costs was a very
apt one. I think his reply was, roughly,
that the main essential was the acquisition
of labour and materials. There is no ques-
tion that that is so. If sufficient materiais
and labour to supply the demand for the
Government’s schemes ave available, and
simultaneously the demand for materials
and labour for private building can be satis-
fied, then in a very short time the major
diffienlties in regard to home building in
this State will have been solved. T have
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here a very interesting report, or estimate,
as the aunther calls it, of post-war resources
and employment opportunities in Western
Australia. It is prepared by a gentleman
who is, or was, assistant secretary to the
Western Australian Industries Expansion
Commission. It is dated at Perth, June,
1944, The author gives a number of very
interesting estimates. Referring to build-
ing, he says—

There were 3,273 permits in 1939, of which
1,590 were for new dwellings and houses. The
provisional estimate for post-war building is
3,500 houscs per annum, which iz more than
douhle the pre-war figure. On that basis an
increase of 70 to 75 per cent. iz postulated
for huilding lahour. '

If we cannot build more than 3,500 houses
per annnm in the post-war period we shall
have a great Jag for many years, because
I would suggest that 20,000 honses is nearer
the mark for immediate requnirements; and
at 3,500 houses per annum it would take
six years to huild them, without any ques-
tion of new demands arising in the mean-
time. I will take his figure of 3,500 houses
per anhum, for which he says there must
be an increase of 70 to 75 per cent. in
building labour. Later on in this valnable
little booklet he gives us the estimated re-
quirements for labour in 1947. He said
that in 1939 there were 5,843 persons en-
gaged in the building industry and that in
1247 he thinks we shall require 10,100,
That is an inercase of about 4,500, and the
caleulation is made on the basis of build-
ing 3,500 houses per annum. That number,
as I bave already suggested, will not clean
up the position in less than six years, allow-
ing for no greater demand in the mean-
time. So that to achieve that very slow
solution of the building problem we shall
require about 4,500 more persons to be en-
gaged in the building trade than were em-
ploved in it in 1939,

The Minister for Lands: Does he take into
consideration hospitals and schools?

Mr. WATTS: That I cannot say. I do
not know whether the figures are related to
hospitals and schools or not, but he cer-
tainly says we shal} require 10,100 persons
in the building trade. Whether it ineludes
other types of buildings or not does not
matter, hecause there will he a big lag.

The Premier: Was his pre-war base the
year 19382
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Mr. WATTS: No, 1939. To speed up
the business we shall require & much greater
number of men than he estimated. It may
be readily assumed that we shall require
7,000, 8,000 or 9,000 persons for the build-
ing trade, many of whom will have to be
skilled men. Where are they coming from?
For the life of me I cannot see. They do
not appear to be availahle either inside the
Forces or out. We cannot import them from
the other States because the demand there
is equally as great, in proportion te popu-
lation, as it is here, We must rely on the
people who were formerly engaged in the
building trade, plus those who have taken it
on since—they are very few in pumber, if
any—and those who are willing to take it on
in the future. It seems to me that we must
take steps as early as we can to ensure that
those people are available by giving them
the necessary techmical knowledge to do the
work properly.

As I understand the position, measures
muet be taken to ensure that these people
are available and trained in the very near
future, or the housing lag will become so
bad apart from other buildings—such as hos-
pitals, schools, ete.—that we shall be in the
position that it will be for an interminable
period becanse we simply have not got the
skilled labour. The Premier, in replying to
my question, also mentioned the fact that
costs were increasing because of the un-
skilled type of labour in certain cases. T
would not dispute that for one second, but
it must be stopped. After all, the artisan
or tradesman is a man that everyone wants
to sce in as large numbers as are possible.
The diffienlty is that in the past we have
been encouraged in the belief that we cannot
find sufficient work for these men, but for
many years to come that will not he the
position in the building trade.

The other day I asked the Minister for
Edueation a question in regard to schools.
I asked him what he was going to do if hous-
ing was to take priority over schoel build-
ings, and if housing will be in the position
that this estimate postulates. Under those
conditions he cannot commence building
schools for a long time to come. In conse-
quenee, his beautiful plans for the consoli-
dation of schools—on which he has been
working with a measure of success—are not
going to be properly achieved. Already the
Minister for Edueation, to my knowledge,
has approved of the consolidation of a cer-
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tain sehool where there are at present 72
children. Another 62 children will be brought
into it. There is no room for another 62
children in the existing buildings; they will
barely hold the 72 at present attending.
The department is contemplating the eree-
tien of a building to heuse the 134 children.
The bus services for the consolidation are
approved. When vehicles are available,
which should not be very long, they will
start. .In the meantime the extra children
will be housed in a hall, If there is an
overflow they will probably be accommo-
dated in some other place. No one objects
to that in the immediate cirecumstances be-
cause it eannot be avoided, but unless we are
going to have manpower, and skilled man-
power, in sufficient quantities to overtake
the existing lag in building, and to cope with
the future demand, we are not going to make
much progress in these desirable proposi-
tions such as the Minister for Education has
already approved, and doubtless will con-
tinue to approve in the future.

I regard the building trade as one of the
matters to which this Parliament ought to
give special attention in the near foture. It
should evolve ways and means to ensure that
skilled tradesmen are made available as
rapidly as possible. A tradesman cannot be
made'in a day, a week or a month; it takes
a long time. The whole thing ealls for the
closest consideration so that the prospect of
unneeessary delay ean be obviated and the
people who require homes of their own—not
only those on the Government plan—will he
given an opportunity of having them. At
one time I did not pay rmuch attention to
the so-called “Gallup polls.” I did not take
any notice of them at all until the last Re-
ferendum. ~But as they were right on that
oceasion to within about .2 of 1 per eent.
as to the result in four of the States, I began
to have a little faith in them.

Mr. J. Hegnev: Were you ever consulted
by them?

Mr. WATTS: No, but some of my col-
leagues tell me they have been. What has
interested me is a Gallup poll which was re-
ported at the end of last year, or early this
year, showing that a number of people desire
to own their homes. The figures were:
own their homes 45 per cent; rent homes
45 per cent. and the remainder were
sundries out of the total of 100 per cent.
The proportion of those who wanted to own
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their homes was higher in Western Aus-
tralia than in any other State. In Western
Australia 56 per cent of those interviewed,
compared with only 50 per cent. in South
Australia, Victoria and Queensland, said
they wanted to own their homes. Of
those who said they were now renting, board-
ing or living with their parents, 32 per cent.
said that they wanted to build when asked if
they planped to build or buy a home.

The Minister for Lands: Do you not
think it is a natural desire for a person to
own his home?

Mr. WATTS: Of course, and we must
find means of complying with that desire
within a reasonable time. Therefore, wa
mnst find the people and the material to do
the work, We will need many hundreds
more people able to do that work than in the
pre-war period. I am not eriticising. I do
net view this as a simple matter. I know
that the Minister for Housing has not an
easy proposition and because of those things
I will be glad to be informed what steps, if
any, are taken to help in this direetion, and
I will be glad to nssist if the opportunity is
available.

Now I want to talk on the question of
taxation. It has been said in this House,
on more than one oceasion lately, that the
effect of high taxation on the working man
is that be ultimately does not want to work
overtime. I am not going to express an
opinion: on that point. It would he extra-
ordinary if that was not the effect of it,
knowing human nature as I do, because the
effect of taxation, such as we have now, is
that if one earns an extra 10s., one probably
pays 8s. in taxes, leaving only 2s. for the
exira effort so that jt is hardly worth the
trouble. I have eome acrosa some interest-
ing figures dealing with taxation in Austra-
lia. It might be worth while repeating
them. They show how the tax burden has
grown from the beginning of the last war,
and are as follows:—

Average per

Total taxes head of

Year. collected. population.
£

1914 23,000,000 £4 145, 44,
1920 55,000,000 £10 9s. 34.
1929 §9,000,000 £13 19s. 11d.
1939 124,000,000 £17 19s. 64.
1940 144,000,000 £20 12s, 104,
1941 181,000,000 £25 14s. 14.
1942 236,000,000 £33 3s, 34,
1943 283,000,000 £39 7s. 64d.
1944 825,000,600 £44 9s. 7d.
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The 1941 figures reached what I believe is
called an all-time high.

Hon. J. C. Willeock : Do those figures refer
simply to Commonwealth and State taxation
and not municipal?

Mr. WATTS: That is so.

Mrs, Cardell-Qliver: Is that all faxation?

Mr. WATTS: Yes, direct and indirect,
collected by the Commonwealth and State
Governments, It means that a man, his wife
and two children contribute directly and in-
directly £178 in taxation per annum. If a
man ecarns at the rate of €s. an hour his
tax is 1s. 934d. on it. If he earns at the
rate of 9s, per hour the tax is 3s. 1d, so
that instead of getting 3s. an hour extra he
gets 11d. That is one example which eould
be proportioned out for many others. That
is the reason why it is alleged that the de-
sire to work overtime and earn greater
moncy is somewhat strangled. While T hav
no proof of that, it would be contrary tn
human nature if it were not the position. No-
one is encouraged to he industrious if taxa-
tion of thig kind is to continue. Now, high
taxation has been borne reasonably cheer-
fully because it was part and parcel of the
war efforl, but I question whether it will he
horng so cheerfully, even by my friend the
member for Mi. Magnet, when the war is
over. We shall have to think twice before
continuing to tax the people at the present
rate.

If we undertake all the schemes that have
heen imposed, and have no self-insurance in
the future but pay for it all out of Con-
solidated Revenue, a very heavy burden will
be placed on those who are not earning over-
much. At the moment, of the taxes to which
I have referred, 49 per cent. or £160,000,000,
is being extracted from persons who earn no
more than £400 a year. We mnst bear thet
in mind if we continne to say that we
shall not have self-insurance schemes in the
future but have everything paid from Con-
solidated Revenue, and if we continue, as
indeed we must, with what has been done in
regard to these who were receiving benefits
conferred in the past. We must do that,
whatever else we do, seeing the lag of 45
vears since Federation. I do nof think it is
fair that that should be the state of affairs
beeause those people who earn less than
£400 a year have to meet other charges in
addition to taxation, so that in my view they
are entitled to a little more out of their earn-
ings than they are receiving now; not that
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they should refuse to do their share in
earrying on the business of the country. I
do not suggest that. But I shall be very
sorry to think that the position will be that
their share will have to be as hig as it has
been in the last three or four years.

We must look around and decide how
much we can fairly put upon tbese people
and how much we can put upon Consoli-
dated Revenue, and arrange our schemes ae-
cordingly. We must be prepared to estab-
lish precedent and make changes. It is of
no use saying that what was good enough
for grandfather is good enough for us. Bat
we must adopt the best methods of effecting
these improvements. Becanse someone has
the idea today that such-and-snch a way is the
best does not necessarily mean that it is. We
have, therefore, to be eareful in our plan-
ning and af the same time recognise thab
there is a need, and snbstantial room, for
change in our cutlook on many matters.

In the Press recently there have been
references to an increase in the petrol al-
lowanee. No doubt members will have read
the details included in the schedule pub-
lished in ‘‘The West Anstralian’’ a day or
two age. From that schedule it would ap-
pear that a number of license holders are
to be provided with a small increase in the
ration because of the extremely bad quality
of the petrol supplied at present, Some
primary producers will apparently have
the right to obtain a little extra petrol, al-
though I do not know what section of the
producers they comprise, nor yet who they
are. It would appear that some will have
the right to expend mere money in buying
petrol in slightly increased quantities in
order to make up for the mileage that ean-
not be obtained from their present supply,
and for this purpose they will ba required
to pay 3s. a gallon extra. I suggest that
the Government should make the strongest
approach possible to the Commonwealth
Gevernment with regard to this matter.

It is no satisfaction whatever to the con-
sumer of petrol to he told that he ean buy
five gallong instead of four gallons, for
which he will have to pay 15s. instead of
12s., in order that he may get the same
mileage, It is little consolation to him to
know that some sllowance is being made fo
him to make up the mileage that is lost
beeanse of poor petrel and to be expected
to pay the extra 3s. for that purpose. That
is no way either to encourage any industry
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or individual or the bringing about of con-
tentment among the people. What is
wrong is the petrol, and steps should be
taken, in my opinion, at least to make some
attempt to remedy it. It was only recently
that we comimenced to be supplied with
the present type of petrol. Whether it has
been imposed upon us by the American dis-
tributors or their representatives, or
whether it is that there is some ingredient
not available in Australin that should be
put into the mixture, I do not know, but
immediate steps sheuld be taken to remedy
the present position. Every member of this
Chamber will agree with me when I say
that I ean have no cause for satisfaction in
getting an increased allowance for which I
bave to pay additional money in order to
get the same service that should have been
obtained with the use of a lésser gquantity
of petrol, While the Commonwealth Minis-
ters arve in Western Australia, I think the
State Government should find out just what
is the position and put up the strongest
case possible to secure a remedy.

The next item T shall deal with is one
that will elearly demonstrate the immense
expedition that is displayed by the Depart-
ment of the Army, the Minister for the
Army and some officials on the financial
side of the Army establishment. 1In
August, 1944, just one year ago, a constitn-
ent of mine was advised that her husband
had bheen kiiled in action. She was also
advised that he had made a will in which
he had appointed his brother to be his
executor and sole henefieiary. It was pro-
posed that she would take steps under the
Testators’ Family Maintenance Aect to have
that state of affaivs remedied as there was
no reason why such a will should khave been
made. The estate was not very large, and
consisted mainly of some personal effects
and deferred pay in the econtrol of the
Army. The lady made some inguiries at
the District Finance Office and on the 28th
August she was informed that—

. it is the intention of this Department to
distribute the War Service estate in accordance
with the terms of the will held in this office
and the War Service Estates Aet, 1943-43, and
regulations issued thereunder.

Of course, the War Service Estates Act
was examined, and it was found that the
Minister conld prevent the distribution of
the estate heing made under that measure
if he desired to do so and to cause the
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amount to be paid to the Public Trustee so
that a decision could be arrived at by the
court as to who should have it. A request
was made through the District Finance
Office that the Minister should take action
accordingly. In the meantime the brother,
in whose favour the will had been made,
advised the department that he did not in-
tend to apply for probate. On the 25th
September I wrote to the Finance Depart-
ment on behalf of the lady and said that
to avoid the necessity for legal proceed-
ings, I would be glad if he referred the
matter to the Minister as snggested. There
the matter stood all through the year—as
hon, members can see a eonsiderable file
has been compiled on this guestion—until
in July I received a letter. It was undated
but I reecived it on the 20th July. The
letter read—

With further reference te your communica-
tion of 5th June, 1945, and this office reply of
12th June, 1945, adviece has been received from
Army Headquarters, Melbourne. that no deei-
sion has yet been given by the Minister in this
matter. As soon as a decision has been received

n further communication will be forwarded to
you.

A few more weeks passed and on the Tth
August we received the following letter,
whieh T regard as magnificent after a lapse
of 12 months:—

With reference to this office communication
of 27th July, 1945, it is advised that notification
has now heen reccived from Army Headquarters,
Melbourne, that the matter referred to has
now been submitted to the Department of the
Treasury, Defence Division, and it may be some
time before 2 decision is reached,

If that is a fair example—it is certainly
not unfair, because all these faets are on
record—of the methods adopted by the Army
authorities in dealing with little matters of
men and women, all I can say is that it is
high time the whole of the persons re-
gponsthle were thrown out neek and erop
and others put in their places who would be
prepared to deal with sueh questions in a
fair and reasonable manner. Are we to ex-
peet a poor woman like thix one to he
hanging abonut for goodness knows how
many months—12 months have already
elapsed—hefore a deeision 18 reached
as to whether the Department of the
Army will persist in paving out this
money under the Commonwealth enactment
to the person entitled to it under the will
or to pay it to somcone else, and thus avoid



[8 AvugusT, 1945.]

legal proceedings in a matter that does not
jnvolve, I believe, more than £117 in all?
It is a preposierous state of affairs that
officials suech as these should be allowed to
continue in the high offices they hold.

Mr. J. Hegney: Have you any idea what
is holding it up?

Mr. WATTS: The hon. member ¢an see
the file; if he peruses it, he will see if is
one stick-up after another.

In recent weeks we have enjoyed the visit
of a number of members of Parliament from
Sounth Australia. They represented various
political parties and together formed the
Pariiamentary Publie Works Committee of
that State. I have no hesitation in saying
that such a committee would be of immense
value to Western Australia, particularly at
a time such as the present.

Mr. Seward: Hear, hear!

Mr. WWATTS: In recent years before the
war, proposals for the expenditure on public
works of any magnitude have not been great
or many. There have been only a few that
would compare at all in regard to cosl
with the scheme for the erection of a power
station at Fremanfle or with the one under
consideration for the South-West. Certainly
not for many vears have there been water
schemes contemplated at a cost such as we
frequently discussed in this House and which
will be the subject of legislation in the in-
terests of the South-West and other parts
of the State. I do not think enongh informa-
tion is available to memhers of Parliament
as such in respect of such major proposals.

There is a growing inclination for Govern-
ments—I do not say this in respect of any
one Government, and that should be made
clear to the Premier—to take unto themselves
full responsibility for such undertakings and
not to provide information to members un-
less asked for it. Even when such informa-
tion is sought it is often supplied very
sketchily. It seems to me that there ought
to be some liaison between the Government
and Parliament when large expenditure on
big public works is involved or where there
is any question of the desirability or other-
wise of proeeeding with public works under
consideration.

The gentlemen from South Australia came
to inquire regarding a matter of very great
importance in that State, namely, the de-
velopment of certain coal seams there. I
believe they have taken back from Western
Australia information that will be of great
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advantage to the authorities in South Aus-
tralia. Having talked to one of the members
of the Public Works Committee regarding
the matter, I took the opportunity to write
to the Premier of South Australia asking
bim why the Public Works Committee had
been instituted in that State and how it
worked. On the 16th July I received the
following reply:—

The Committee is constituted by Acts of Par-
liament, copies of which are enclosed. The ac-
tual constitution of the Committee is set out
in Section 5 of the Act of 1927, from which
it will be seen that the Committee consists of
seven membera of Parlinment appointed by the
Governor; two from the Legislative Council and
five from the House of Assembly. Other de-
tails of the constitution and powers of the
Committee are to be found in Seetions 6 to 24
of the Act.

The basis of the anthority of the Committee
is to he found in Section 25 of the Aet which
prohibits the introduction of Bills for the eon-
struetion or financing of public works estimated
to cost more than £30,000, unless the Committee
has conducted an inguiry. Section 25 of the
Act is fortified in its operation by Standing
Orders 285 and 289 of the House of Assembly
Standing Orders, 1940, copies of which are en-
closed.

The Act has worked very well, and, with one
or two exceptions, all works required to be
submitted to the Public Works Committee under
the Aet sinee its inception bave heen submitted
and inquired into. Where exceptions were made,

. special statutory provisions were enaeted to
enable Bills authorising works to be introduced
either in anticipation of or without an jnquiry
by the Committce. As far as my memory goes
there have only been fwo cases in which a public
work has been exempted from the Act.

And here, T think, is the most ‘notable part
of the letter—

, The only regulation made under the Act was
for preseribing a form of summons to wit-
nesses. .

It seems to me that we would do very well
if we had a similarly constituted ecommittes
in Western Anstralia. 1 do not suggest
that in any earping spirit, but the faet is
that we, as members of Parliameni, know
very little of what is being done with regard
to the larger public works. An announce-
ment is made in the Press that £1,000,000
is to be spent on, say, the erection of 2
power station at Fremantle. It may be an
excellent idea; on the contrary, it may have
varions disadvantages. We, as members of
Parliament, should at least be in a position
to determine whether it is or it is net, on
more than what we read in the Press, which
is not at times very informative, At any
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rate, we have only that mueh information—
and the general public has that information
as well. We, as members of Parliament,
know no more of the matier than dees each
of the 167,000 people who read, if they can
read, the particulars in the newspapers. So
I think we are entitled to something more
than that, and it seems to me that this is
the way we should try to get it, Tt was
suggested years ago in this Parliament that
it should be done but it has not been brought
about. Why, I do not know. But I sug-
gest to the Government that it should give
the matter favourable consideration now,
especially in view of the great deal of post-
war work that the Government will have
to carry out.

I turn now to education.
many complaints. This is not a time for
complaining. So far as edueation is con-
cerned, this is g time for planning, and I
think the Minister is doing his best in that
direction. But while he is engaged in this
planning, T would like him to develop edu-
cation in Western Australia so that it be-
comes, as nearly as is humanly possible,
uniform throughout Western Australia. In
the past, it has never been anything like
that. Wherever there were centres of large
population, there were the best apportuni-
ties, and there unquestionably was the poli-
tical pull and the higgest attempt made at
rapid eduecational improvements. If we
take 2 proper post-war view of this busi-
ness and {ry to make any approach what-
ever to whaf we have heard called the new
order, it can amount, so far as I can see
it, only to a matter of giving equality of
opportunity to all the people as far as is
humanly possible. In a big area like West-
ern Australia, with a sittered population,
there are limitations which I can see quite
well; but it scems to me that a more deter.
mined effort must be made than has heen
made in past years to bring about equality.

I "asked the Minister the other day
whether he would make a statement, before
the Estimates were submitted, in regard to
the building guestion and how far it would
be affected by the stated priority of housing
over all other types of huilding, He said
he would. I want him to make that state-
ment before the Estimates are snbmitted
heeause the Edueation Extimates are usually
reached well on in the session, and in those
circumstances it would prolably be three

I have not
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or four months before we knew his point
of view on that question. What is he going
to do to prevent the building of educational
establishments which are required being
postponed until he will have chaotic con-
ditions existing in his department? I hope
he will be good enough to tell us in the
course of a few davs; becapse I want to
know, not in order to pick hales in his
arguments, but because the public are en-
titled to be told; and there is no one to tell
them exeept the hon, gentleman himself.

That is why I put the proposition to him.
I want to ask him whether, while he is en-
gaged on this planning along the lines I
have suggested, he is going to plan to take
over kindergarten work in Western Austra-
lia, or to absorb a greater portion of the
responsibility for it than has been the ecase
in the past. The Minister has been over
a good many parts of Western Australia
over the last few months: so have I. I de
not know whether he has found the same
feeling as I have found, but I expeet he
has—the feeling that more and more kin-
dergarten tuition iy required, and that more
and more is being asked for by people in
various parts of the State.

Under the present system, I understand
the Government is prepared to assist to the
extent of £2 per annum per child up to a
maximum of 50 children per eentre. That
does not go very far towards the training
and payment of decent teachers. It throws
a very hig burden of responsibility upon the
publie. I de not think that is right. We
have had five surpluses in Western Austra-
lia and we have thereby prevented ourselves
—ag my friend the Treasurcr {old me the
olher day—from asking the Cummonwealth
Government or the QGrants Commission,
whichever it is, for a further proportion of
the uniform taxation aquotn. Recause .we
had a surplus, it is contended that we do not
need the money.

I could sugmest a greal mony avenues
where the surplus eould have heen absorbed
and turned to a deficit, which would hava
enabled the Treasurer to make the neeessary
application. I find that his colleague in
Sovth Australia has a deficit of €504,000 and
appears to be taking action or those lines.
The acting Premier of Queen-land also,
says that, for the first time in five
vears, Queensland has a deficit, and I
am given to understand that he is
taking the action [ have mentioned.
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1is deficit runs into hundreds of thousands
ol pounds; and the only way to get money
these days, so far as I can understand—and
indeed it is quite obvious from the uniform
taxation arrangements under tke Acl—is fo
averspend the money in hand. Apparently
it is becoming commendable to have a defieit.
If that is the attitude the Commonwealth
puthorities take up, and it hecomes neces-
sary for uvs to have some more money to
carry out essential projeets—or projects
that onght to be essential—let us hy all
means have this deficit; then let us make
this application within the law instead of
bring unable to make it, as the hon. gentle-
man told me the other day he was unable
10 do.

Turning now to the pastoral indus
try, I would point out that it has
reached a pretty bad siate, aceording to the
answers given by the Premier the other day
when replying to questions by the memnber
for Mt. Magnet. He was asked about 2 firm
which is taking action to eject, or close the
accounts of—whichever phrase members like
best—certain pastoralists of the North-
West. The Premier said the position was
fully appreciated and that the Government

.wag taking some action in this connection.
Hg continued—

Being very closely connectad with pastoral
activities in many scelions of its adminisira-
tion, n member of the Government called on
the Superintendent for Australia and the State
Manager of the firm conecrned and pleaded for
utmost consideration and the eancellation of
the intention to foreeclose. The only teply Te-
ceived was that consideration would be given,
and the only subsequent information available
to us suggests that a review is being made of
the prospects of carrying on the accounts.
The Minister and I have had some discussion
on this question in the past, and we have
never been able to see quite eve to eye in
rexard to it. On one or two oceasions, I
have submitted to this Houvse proposals that
there should he legislation to deal with this
particular state of affairs. With the assist-
ance of the member for North-East Fre-
mantle, T managed to pass a motion through
this Honse. The memher for North-East
Fremantle amended the motion, but I will
read it as I moved it. It was as follows—

That in view of the fact that the secured
lahilities of many farmers and pastoralists are
so great that they are unable to pay their way,
and in the interests of the State it is essential
that thase engaged in these industries be placed
in a solvent position as soon as possible, it is
the opinion of this ITouse that the Government
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should take immediate action to legislate for
the adjustment of such secured debts, apd their
ultimate reduction to not exceeding the fair
value of the security. .

I was of the opinion at that time that legis-
lation was necessary; and had jt been passed,
I venture to suggest that it would not have
heen necessary for the Government to plead
with the superintendent, but it wounld have
heen possible to express in fairly clear terms
just what the Government ‘thonght of the
matter and what action it was prepared to
teke, But, of course, at the time—and 1
will be as fair as my feelings will allow me
to be in this matter—the Minister, in the
course of his speech, which was partly on
the subject and partly quite off it, explained
that the main diffieulty in the way of adopt-
ing the recommendations of JMr. Fyfe—the
Royal Commissioner who inruired into the
pastoral industry—was that of money.

The reecommendation contained in Para-
graph 887 of the Commissioner’s report
was that the Commonwealth Government
be requested to provide funds for the in-
troduetion and operation of the pastoral
debis’ adjustment scheme recommended in
the report. Beeause there was no moncy
fortheoming on request from the Common-
wenlth Governtoent, it was impossible, the
Minister contended, for any proeeedings to
be taken or for any legislation to he passed
presumably: because although the motion
to which T have referred was carried, noth-
ing has ever come of it. It was four years
ago that that happened, the motion having
heen carvied in October, 1M1. T was re-
minded of the position, not by any refer-
enee in the Press or by any report I had
received from this famous representative
to whom reference has been made; beeange,
as I have said, I have not read any such
report. I was veminded of the pesition by
the Premier’s answer to my question
vesterday week about Federal and State
financial relationships. I asked him—

Has this State made any representations to
the Grants Commission for an incrense in the
proportion of uniform taxation paid to Western
Auvstralia?  If so, with what result? If not,
why not?

The Premier answered—

No. The States Grants (Income Tax Re-
imbursenment) Aect of 1942 provides that if the
Treasurer of any State to which payments may
he made uunder the Act is of the opinion that the
pavments are insufficient to meet the revenue re-

quit »mentg of the State he may submit to the
Commonwealth Treasurer s claim for an in-
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creased payment. As thig State has enjoyed a
revenue surplus in each year since the States
Grants (Income Tax Reimbursement) Act has
been in operation it could not have been ¢laimed
that the payments were insufficient to meet the
requirements of the Siate, -

It is a great pity to my mind, when those
two things are taken in conjunction, that
the money was not expended or that at
least an effort was not made to expend it
in accordance with the recommendations
made by Mr. Fyfe, and then an applieation
made to try to get it back after all other
means had failed, as I believe they have.
If the situation in the North-Western areas
is as serions as it is veported in the Press
to be—and as it has been indicated to be
by the replies hy the Premier to questions
to which T have referred; and as, indeed, I
and my colleagues the member for Beverley
and alse the members for Murray-Welling-
ton and Mt. Magnet have reason to believe
it is in other aspects from certain inquiries
made in the eourse of our official duties as
members of this House—if, as I say, the
position is so serious, it is time, and more
than time, that some action should be taken
along the lines recommended by Mr. Fyfe,
or along the lines recommended by the mo-
tion to whichk I referred, or both. It is
time that stringent means were taken—as
they apparently ean be taken in other
States—to overdraw the State’s accounts
and provide the necessary funds, rather
than leave the position as indicated in the
answer fo the questions to which I have
referred.

The last matter to which I propose to
refer is that of drought relief. As is well
known, the Commonwealth Government has
provided certain funds for compensation
to growers of cereal ecrops whose erops
were below a certain hushel average. That
money has been made available and is
heing distribnted by State anthorities.
Some time ago, I addressed 4 communica-
tion to the then Minister for Lands and
Agricultnre—now the Premier—in regard
to the desirability of having this payment
extended to those who had been put to very
great expense on account of water carting
during the drought period or who had suf-
fered stoek los<es in regard to it. Some
of them, as ecereal growers, had not got off
too badly. I know the crops of many of
them did not rome within the fizures which
entitled them to compensation on that
seore, and the Premier was not unfavour-
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ably impressed, I think, with the idea. I
have no doubt he will be attending the Pre-
miers’ Conference in the course of a few
days, and that is why I have brought this
matter up. I have a communication, sent
from Senator Collett to Mr. Chifey, the
Acting Prime Minister—as he was then. [
do not propose to read the letter in full,
hut there is one paragraph which was writ-
ten to Senator Collett by the secretary of
4 leocal authority. That paragraph reads—

I have been greatly concerned over the state-
ment that drought relief money now being
issued was only to be issued for crop losses. I
think I could claim to be in a position to be a
judge of the enormous finaneial strain that this
shortage of water has placed on the shoulders
of almost every settler within the district.
Surely no sane Government could be go indif-
ferent as to say that beeause a farmer had more
than a 6-bushel average he is not qualified for
financial assistance, despite the fact that he
has been carting water since December last.
It will be difficult to judge the full Joss to the
farmer; not only has he had the cartage of
water, there is also the loss of stock, loss of
condition, loss in the coming wool elip, ete.

The amount of water carted in this area is
enormous. ‘There are other expenses, sueh as
carting water from the siding. T have men-
tioned one case to you before where it cost the
settler approximately £22 per week—not an iso-
lated case, either.

Following that paragraph, the letter from
Senator Collett to Mr, Chifley continues—

On this matter of the cartage of water, one
of my ecorrespondents has collected statisties
which reveal that in November last, when the
position pointed to trouble, there were in var-
ious Government tanks in the affected areas
1,064,950 gallong of water.

All this water has been carted away by motor
truck for the relief of stock. In addition, the
railways have earried water to Pingrup, up to
R0th April, 192,636 gallons, and in May a fur-
ther 141,600 gallons. In respeet of the first
named, freight charges totalled £387.

Army trucks have earried, in additien,
108,600 gallons of water—mostly from Katan-
ning-—covering approximately 12,000 miles,
using 29 drums of petrol and 28 gallons of oil,
at a total cost for fuel only of £186. Addi-
tional petrol tickets for 3,500 gallons were
isgned by the loeal committer purely for water
carting for February and March. April and
May accounted for 4,000 gallons of fuel and, in
addition, muth of the farmers’ ordinary
monthly allowances were used by approximately
60 trueks.

Tt is said that petrol tickets to the amount of
22,000 gallons were issued in the Lake Grace
area over the whole water-carting period.

For this cutlay of effort, material and eash,
some relief has been secured from the State
Government which agreel to pay a water-
earting subsidy in respeet of distances over 15
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miles of 44. a ton mile. Algo, there seems to
be no doubt that portion of the cost of water
freight on the railways will be borne by the
State Treasury.

Those are the relevant extraets from a letter
from Senator Collett to the Acting Prime
Minister. Under date the 13th July, the
Prime Minister, through My. Dedman, re-
plied—

Your representations of 6th June in regard to
relief for sheep farmers in Western Australia
have been considered.

It is regretted that the drought relief gramt
applies only to cereal growers, and as it was
agreed upon as the result of discussion at the
Promiers’ Conference in October, the scope of
the agreement cannot be extended.

Relief of this nature is primarily a matter
for the State concerned, and it is suggested
therefore that it should be taken up with the
State Government.

T had in mind moving an amendment to the
Address-in-veply on this subject, in ovder
that the Premier might tell us, if he would,
what attitude he will take up at the Pre-
miers’ Conference, but I do not want to do
that if I ean receive an assurance from him
—following an earlier conversation—that he
will take this matter wp at the Premiers'
Conference. That assurance would satisfy
me and would save a lot of the Premier’s
time, and mine also, as well as the time of
the House.

The Premier: The hon. member may have
that assuranece.

Mr. WATTS: That is all T have to say,
except to express my pleasure—in so far as
one can express pleasure in n matter of this
kind—at two appointments which have been
made. One is the appoiniment of the mem-
ber for Murchison, who I trust will be re-
stored to us in due eourse, though he is not
allowed to be part and parcel of us today.
The other appointment is that of the member
for Roebourne, as Chairman of Committees.
I do not think the member for Rocbourne
will, in any ecircumstances, be ahle to achieve
the speed of his predecessor, but that will
he a relief to most of us.

MR. TRIAT (Mt Magnet) [6.5]: I wish
first to express my regret at the present ex-
Premier having had to leave his seat of office
on account of ill-heslth. During the long
period over which he has been Premier of
Western Australia he has given wonderful
service to the eountry and has certainly had
the confidence of those who sit on this side
of the House. From remarks made sinee
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this session opened I feel sure he has bad
the confidence of many members on the other
side of the House alsa. I hope he will soon
be fully restored and able again to enjoy
good health,

To the new Premier I offer my congratu-
lations. I am sure that every member in this
House feels that the hon. gentleman will do
his utmost to ensure progress in the State of
Western Australia, thus following in the
footsteps of those who have gone before him.
I have heard it said, as a joke, that this
will be &8 “Wise” Government; I think it
will be a wise Government. At all events,
the Premier has my best wishes for his term
of office, and I hope his term of office will
be a long one. I have known the new Min-
ister for Mines and Railways for many years
and I am confident that this House will
realise his ability. His attitnde in this Cham-
ber has always disclosed that he bhas his own
opinions. I am sure that the departments he
is to administer will realise that the hon.
member, when he takes his place, will be
able to make pronouncements which noboedy
clse has put into his mind. As the result
of that, we will achieve something in the
departments that he is to handle. One of
those departments requires a lot of over-
hanling—T refer to the Railway Depariment
—but the other has nothing to be alarmed
about because itz work has heen good,

The member for Roebourne has everyone's
sympathy, in following a man like the mem-
ber for Murchison, as Chairman of Com-
mittees, but I am sure he will do his best.
I wish also to make a remark about one of
the atfendants of this Chamber who in the
R.A.AF. has served with distinction, and
who has returned. I refer to Mr. Jocelyn
Bartlett, Assistant Clerk of Records, wheo
received the D.F.M. for service oversea. I
think everybody here appreciates the faet
that Mr. Bartlett has returned to his post in
Lhis Chamber after giving of his best to his
country.

I think the most important question con-
fronting this House today is that of hous-
ing. Tt is, in my opinion, one of the most
important questions in the life of the ordin-
ary man—to have somewhere to go for
shelter, somewhere to go out of the wet and
cold. Ever since the world began people
have always had an idea of possessing some
place for shelter, and have ecalled that
place a home. In the early ages, the
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home wss a eave or a hole in a 1iree,
but it was still a home. In many cases
today it is still a cave or a hole in a
tree that is ealled ‘‘home.”” You have not
to go very far on the Goldfields hefore you
find men living in 400-gallon tanks or in
old boilers, Those places are their homes,
and that is all they have to live in, in the
wonderful days of 1943. I grant that they
are old men, withont mueh money. In
this House we falk of building houses for
£1,250, bat where are we going te get the
timber, the bricks and the labour?
Where, also, are we going to get the
money? I do not think any man whe is
working for wages today can afford to pay
£1.250 for a home.. It i1s a lot of rmbhish
to talk about £1,530 homes. No man with
a wife and family, working for wages, ean
afford to pay much more than £500 for o
house. In this country, which is teeming
with timber and other raw materials, we
should be able to build geod homes for not
much more than £500, when science has
reached the highest pinnacle than it has
ever reached.

To put up four walls to surround a room
used to cost about £100, but today it costs
about £170 to do that job. Everybody is
asking what is the cause of this excessive
cost. Some people say that the caunse is
wages, but wages have no part in it at all.
Everyone must realise that wages in West
Australia today do not exceed by a greab
amnount the wages paid in 1939, because
they were pegged for a very long period.
Wages are not the factor that increases the
cost of homes in West Australia and other
parts of the Commonwealth. I hope that
there will be no profit made from the
building of homes under the Commonwealth
scheme. In 1939, the people who built
homes under the contraet system had fe
make a profit, and I understand that the
average figure of profit of a reasonable-
sized house was ahout £200. If the Govern-
ment bnilds honses without making a profit
on them, I sincerely trust that those houses
will not cost the enormous sum of £1,200
odd.

On reading about the bhuilding of homes
in other ecountrics. we find that many new
ideas have heen evolved. TInstead of putting
down foundations—as we do in West Aus-
tralin—in the block or of the stone or brick
type, in other eountries the foundations are
run in ranidly, in one mass. In many
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places nowadays, instead of building homes
of brick, they are building homes of con-
crete and the walls are built horizontally,
instead of upright, and are pulled into
position when they are finished. All those
ideas ean be expleited, if they are possible
and profitable, as I helieve them to be. The
adoption of such ideas would probably
mean that, instead of there being a burden
round & man’s neck for the rest of his life,
he could have a decent home, with modern
conveniences, at reasonable cost. I wonld
say, as a practical man, that such a home
should not eost wuch over £730. I hope
that many of the homes to be built will
be built jn the country, in the farming, tim-
her and mining districts. Surely they are
not going to build all of the 20,000 homes
they are speaking about in the metropoli-
tan area,

After the war is over, many people will
have to leave the melropolitan area and
return to the country, as there will not be
sufficient work in the metropolitan area for
everybody that came to the ecity during
wartime. The outback parts of West Ans-
tralia will have to be populated again and,
whether the voung men and women who
are enjoying the fruits of living in the city
like it or not, they will have to return and
take their placezs in the diffevent parts of
the State where the real wealth is produced,
heeause it is not prodnced in the eity.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
I 1

1

Mr. TRIAT: When the time arrives that
people have to leave the eity and go into
the country for employment, it will be es-
sentinl that they be housed in suitable
homes. At present we find a lot of people
living under very bad conditions. Men
working on the railway lines, permanent-
way men emploved in various cenfres, are
living in houses with walls of sleepers
placed on end and gable roofs. To live in
snch a plaee is not pleasant, espeeially when
the temperatare reaches 100 degrees and
over, which is frequent on the Goldfields
during the summer months, THeavy expen-
diture for bunilding homes for such people
i= not warranted; neither do they desire
hizh expenditure. Suitahle homes of as-
hestos and iron, lined, and provided with
fiy-proof doors and windows would not
eost much, and a home of that type could
he built rapidly because the walls can be
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erected so easily. Canite counld be obtained
from the Eastern States and here we have
plaster boards and masonite, which would
be suitable for homes in those areas. True,
the temperature in the day time would be
high, but it would recede rapidly after the
sun had gone down.

When the problem of housing is heing
considered, recognition should be given to
the elaims of the Goldfields people. They
do not require homes costing £1,250. A
home on the fields could be supplied at a
cost of £400 or £450. The most important
point about such a home would be the in-
terior appliances for the comfort and con-
venience of the womenfolk. Fly-proof
doors and windows are -essential. T also
consider that the provision of kelvinators
is essential. Unfortmnately, a kelvinator is
considered to be one of the luxury appli-
ances in use today, If one wishes to buy a
kelvinator, one has to pay the luxury sales
tax of 25 per cent. on it which, by the fime
the merchant gets his 214 per cent. rake-off,
brings it to 27% per eent. Consequently
the cost of a kelvinator for many people
is prohibitive, I know a party who bought
a kelvinator of ordinary size recently and
paid £110 for it, and I am satisfied that
the machine itself iz not worth move than
£30. It was not an electric one; it was run
by lamp-heating, and the factory cost of
the machine would be abouf £30. Yet the
purchaser paid £110 for it. T believe the
Commonwealth Government is considering
the advisableness of establishing works
to produce heat-operated refrigerators, and
if the idea is carried out, these machines
should be put on the market at a reasonable
price. The day for considering a refrigera-

- tor in the home as a luxury has gone; it is
a necessity in anybody’s home.

T hope that when the projected building
programme is put into operation—and it
will be very shortly—due consideration will
be given to building a good type of house
at a reasonable price. In the metropolitan
areg, unless a man required an expensive
home, the cost should not exceed £750; on
the Goldfields the maximum cost should be
£450. Provision along these lines could be
made for people requiring homes. e have
the timber; there is no shortage of it. We
have clay for making bricks; there is no
shortage of that. We have all the materials
required for building houses, We have been
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told that skilled labour is essential. I am
aware of that, but I am also satisfed that
much skilled labonr could be obtained for
house building. I have seen a number of
houses built by a lot of boys. They were
magnificent structures of stone and brick
and were built under skilled supervision by
the boys of Boy Town., Nobody can fell me
that many of our men, given a little train-
ing, could not torn their hands to an oe-
eupation that boys have shown they can
carty on. We have the men and the
material; let u: have the will and then we
shall get the homes. There is a shortage
of labour at present, but the requisite
Jabour must be liberated, The war in the
Pacific, apparently, will not last much
longer. When it is over hundreds of men
will be returning to the State and they
eould be employed in the huilding of homes.
Many of them would take up this oceupation
if it offered them sufficient money to pro-
vide a decent living.

Openings for the employment of labour
will he an important matter after the war.
Doubtiess many of the men returning to
civilian life. will be desirous of settling in
the city, but quite a lot will desire to go
back to the Goldfields, where they made.
reasonably good money before the war and
where the conditions were reasonably good
in the large towns though bad in the small
ones. Many prospectors, anxious to make
money by their own efforts in winning gold,
will want to retarn to prospecting. It is
strange that there is no metal or mineral in
the world that has increased in price in g
short period so mueh as has gold. Gold
bas been sold at as high a price as

£25 an ounce in India, where there
is g big market for it. In Enrope,
—particularly Holland—sovereigns have

been bringing £4 each, and the demand is
greater than the supply. Yet, throughout
the wonderful gold areas of Western Aus-
tralia, extending from Kimherley in the
north to Ravensthorpe in the south, there
are not 50 prospeciors. There is less activity
in the search for gold today than there has
heen at any time since gold was first dis-
covered here.

I am of opinion that the goldmining in-
dustry will provide work for many men,
not only as employees on wages but alse as
prospectors, and that the goldmining indus-
try of Western Australia will again prove to
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be the greatest producer of wealth in the
State. We are all aware that, for a fime,
wheat will be in great demand, and wool will
be in reasonably good demand, but when
other countries can produce enough wheat
to meet their requirements and when other
materials are used in lien of wool, the de-
mand for our wheat and wool will not be so
great as it has been in the past. Unless we
ean improve the texture of wool to give it
the silky appearanee of materials such as
rayon, we are hardly likely to have the
same demand for our wool. When that hap-
pens we shall have to look to goldmining to
bring prosperity to the State, and this will
eome when we can get £12,000,000 for our
gold each year or one-fourth of the value
of the State’s production. I trust that this
matter will be given serious attention.

(Gold can, I helieve, be produeced in this
State from ore of a much lower grade than
is being worked at present. In the past we
have had prospectors taking their ore to
State batteries for ernshing, and they bave
had the experience of losing the equivalent
of 30=. in the sands before they reecived any
returh, Tn many instances, this represented
the ditference hetween profit and loss. T feel
confident that the Mines Department will
realise that the produection of gold from State
hatteries should receive closer attention and
that improved treatment plants should be
installed. Xot only should the State bat-
teries treat oxidised ore; they should also
treat refractory ore when required. I be-
Heve the time will eome when gold will be
the predominant faetor in Wostern Aups-
tralia’s production. Mueh has been =aid and
written hy people who cannot see why gold
should e regarded as such a wonderful
metal, but T am of opinion that in our tine
its price will not recede.

At a meeting today with the Prime Minis-
ter, which was al:o altended by members of
the Government, efforts were made to scenre
carly priorities in the way of manpower and
machinery for the goldmining industry,
These defieiencies have been the eause of
great trouhle, though not <o wneh manpower
as the machinery taken from the mines.
When a mine ceased operating on account of
the shortaze of manpower, the Common-
wealth authorvities took the larze and im-
portant engines from the mines and <ent
them to various parts of the Commonwealth

[ASSEMBLY.]

where they were needed. These were expen~
sive engines and are hard to obfain, and I
am of opinion that probably for two or three
years after the cessation of hostilities, we
shall not be able to obtain replacements of
that machinery. In the meantime, it is of
course possible that the goldmining industry
might be revived hy other mean<, namely, by
piospectors and others who will be able to
make a living out of their work.

I am of opinion that other minerals in
Western Australia are not of much value to
the State, with one exception, aud that is
blue ashestos, I am afraid that foreign
countries, such as China and Spain, which
produce these base metals, can do so much
more cheaply than we can on aceount of the
low cost of labour and treatment. They
have ample electricity supplies to work

their plants. But so far as biue asbes-
tos is coneerned, I think we can
compete. Our blue asbestos iz of great

value as a fibre and wc have enormous
quantities which can be treated in a large
way. If other minerals arve capable of de-
velopment, the State Government will no
doubt be ready to afford ample assistance
for their treatment. Copper, scheelite and
other metals used during the war period will,
I think, go by the board,

But we have another mineral which I in-
tended to mention, but forgot to do so.
That is coal. Tu my opinion, the Collie coal
industry is going to prove a wonderful one.
In years to come its value to the State will
he realised. Some two or three years ago
I had very little knowledge of coal. 1
knew it was black and burnt in a five, but
I was given to understand that our Collie
eoal was the poorest type of coal in Aus- .
tralia. I have since gained both experience
and knowledge, und I am of the opinion
that our coalfields will prove to be of enor-
meus wealth to the State. Recently the
Minisler for Railways was asked whether
attempts were heing made to utilise oil on
the railway engines of our system, He re-
plied "ves, it is beinz used hecause there
was insufficient eoal available.  That is
astounding,  Must we import oil from
thousands of miles away—we did import
it from Borneo and Sumatra, although we
cannot do so todav—to uxe asx fuel in our
railway engines for the purpose of raising
steain when, within 130 miles of the metro-
politan area, we have one of the greatest
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«coalfields in the known world? In 1914 a
commission investigated the Collie coalfields
and it reported that at least 300,000,000,000
tons of coal were available. There is really
more, but that was stated as a minimum.
With so much coal available, surely it should
be possible to get sufficient supplies for
nse by the Railway Department.

Mr. Withers: And the feld is in a 15
Square mile area.

Mr. TRIAT: That is only a very little
portion of the South-West district. Yet
we lind that net sufficient coal is produced
1o supply the needs of the Government and
of private enterprise. Indeed, private en-
terprise bas no chance of securing it. I
.am positive that if the men working in the
industry were approached and given the
opportunity they would very quickly pro-
duce enough coal by their methods to meet
oll the requirements of the State.

My, Doney: What sort of opportunity?

Mr. TRIAT: Give them a say in working
the mines. The only way to do it is to get
the co-operation of the men. Results will
speedily foliow. Onr coalminers are highly
skilled and yet are working under anti-
quated conditions and with bad ventilation.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Why?

Mr. TRIAT: Because the management is
anxions to make money.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: What is the Govern-
ment doing?

Mr. TAIAT: I wounld like to know. X
believe the workers could play a big part
in this industry if given the opportunity.
Coal is not only available at Collie, but at
Bradn. True, the coal at Eradu s pot as
high in quality as the Collie coal. There
is an area in the Kimberleys whieh is
marked on the geological map. Tt is as
large as the South-West and is marked
¢*Possibly coal-bearing’’.

Mr, Doney: Instead of going North, you
might go south to Irwin.

Mr. TRIAT: A well was sunk south of
Derby to a depth of 35ft. and it passed
through 12ft. of coal. It was sunk some
30 or 40 years ago; bul, apart from pro-
ducing water, it has produeced nothing
clse. Nothing has been done to recover the
coal. Coal is not confined to any one por-
tion of the State, but is to be found from
the Kimberleys to the South-West. If coal
in the Kimberley distriet is eqnal to the
Collie coal, it is obvious that, if worked,
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it would prove of enormous value to the
State. But when we find loeal experts
damning onr own product, it is time to
realise the danger, because nobody would
buy a product which the seller said was bad.
Yet that is what we have been doing in
Western Australia for years. I have talked
with people zbhout Collie ¢coal and have been
told that it is the worst coal; that, in faet
it is not eoal at all. That is what I have
heard in this State. We hear a different
story, however, from experts whe have
come from the Fastern States to examine
our eoal. When they speak we realise that
our coal is better than we thought it was.

I do not intend to weary the House on
this subjeet, but it is an important one and
I would like to give members the informa-
tion I have acquired dealing with the pro-
duction of eoal. Members all know Mr
F. C. Fox, who came to Western Australia
some time ago, and was considered to be a
bit of a crank so far as concerns coal. He
made a definite elaim that he could produce
valuable heating gases from Collic eoal; he
even said he could produce domestic gas.
Members are aware that his ideas were
pech-poohed; he was told it was impossible
to do so, that even if gas were producen
from Collie coal it would not burn. Mr.
Fox went to an enormons amount pf trouble
until he met the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment, when he found someone who
would listen to him. After conferences with
the Minister he was able to go ahead with
some of his projeets in order o prove to
the people of Western Australia whether his
contention was right or wrong. I attended
eight or nine demonstrations and at each [
was dumbfounded at the terrific heat that
could be penerated from Collie coal. The
coal mnsed in the retort for producing gas
was of small size. I would eonsider it rub-
bish; it did not measnre half an inch aeross
and was more like pebbles than coal. Yet
gas was generated in that furnace after only
35 minutes, as was stated by the engineer
on the job. From a cold start it took only
35 minutes fo produee gas, which proves
that the quantity of gas in Collie coal mnst
be exceptional. If the coal were poor, the
gas could not be generated so quickly.

According to a statement made by the en-
gincer in charge of the works, a forging
furnace burning oil costing 1s. per gallon
was started, and in 3% hours it reached a
temperature of 1280 degrees C., but gas was
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produced in 35 minutes and reached a tem-
perature of 1280 degrees (. from Collio
coal. If it were good coal, God knows what
would occur. That is a positive fact. In
view of that, I suggest that we have not
sufficient recognition of the value of Collie
coal. I would like to sce Mr. Fox given
a better opportunity to prove that his gas
plant is more capable than he claims it to
be. He eclaims that it ean produce 100,000
cubie feet of industrial gas from one ton of
dry Collie enal with a B.T.U. of 140. The
evidence from the Midland Workshops fest
shows that he was very conservative, and
that he eonld get 140,000 cubie feet, and
probably more, which would raize a tem-
perature in the forging furnace of 1410
dearces centigrade. There is no joke about
that; it is an enormous temperature. He
also claimed that he could get 33,000 eubie
feet of dowmestic gas from one ton of dry
Collie coal with a B.T.UC. of 320. 1t was
sgreed that he comld get more than 33,000
ciibie feet of domestic gas from one ton of
Collic eonl, but it was not eertain whether
the B.T.U. would he 310 or 340.

On tests made, however, it was demon-
~trated that the Collie coal was just as good
and of as hizh a quality so far as heating
i~ concerned as the Perth town gas. T would
like to read to the House a letter writfen
by Metters, the people who conducted the
test in connection with domestie gns. When
the gns was produced at Midland Junetion,
Metters sent sfoves and an expert to instal
the stoves, and watch the burning of the
egas ardl take the {lemperatures., Several
nrembers of this Chamber were there on the
Rrst oceasion that a test was made, but that
i< not the test of which T am now speaking.
In the second test, six stoves were placed in
a line out in the open with very little
covering—only  a  tarpaulin—and  they
reached enormous temperatures in a rapid
spaee of time. The letter from Metters is
a: follows:—

We have for acknowledgment your letter of
the 4th of JJuly in respect to certain testg ear-
ried out hy Mr. F. C. Fox on gas stoves of our
manufaeture whirh were supplied by gas gener-
oted from a  pilot plmt  installed at the
W.A.G.R. Workshops, Midland, under the diree-
tion of Mr. . C, Fox.

We would like to point out firstly, that we
are net gas manufacturers. Wo do not possess
it ealorimeter and therefore are not in a position
to mive the calorific value of the gas generated.

As far as we are concerned, the trials as con-
duneted hy our fitter, Mr. MeCallum, on the five
s*oves, were found to be quite satisfactory, hut
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of course we were not concerned with, and are
not satisfied that the gas itself received a con-
ciusive trial. We do not however, set ourselvea
out to be experts on the generation of gas and
therefore would not commit ourselves further in
this regard.

The six stoves in question were placed in line
in the open air with a rough wall at the back
of them. They were protected at the ends only
to the limit of allowing a free passage of alr
along the faec of the stoves, and further were
protected at the top from rain by the temporary
covering, There was a strong gouth-west wind
hlowing at the time, and as the loeation of the
test was at the corner of twe huildings, a eon-
siderable amount of air eddies was set up.
These of course would have 3 material effect on
the efficiency of the hot plate burners on top of
the stove. It must alse be borne in mind that
gix stoves in line is n condition that is never
met with under ordinary circumstanees, and
the effect on the gas efficiency by such a lot of
bends and junetions in the connection of the
stoves can well be left to the imagination.

It is also desired to point out that there was
o definite limited supply of gas in the lolder,
which means that the time during which these
stoves were tested was of such short duratiom
that an aetual efficiency tesi was almost impos-
fible. We feel sure you will realise that imme-
diately taps were turncd onr the gas would be
gradually reducing in hoth volume and pres-
surc. Even so, our gas fitter was quite satisfied
and convineed with the result of the test as far
a8 the cfficiency of the stoves, in eonjunction
with the gas under review, was concerned.

It is our considered opinion that further puri-
fieation of the gas is most desirable, but as My,
Tox states in lits report, there was no trouble in
keeping pas jets alight while the pressure of
gas lasted, which was from some 20 {o 25
minutes.

We were rather surprised to find that our
thermometer tests in the oven were compara-
tively satisfactory, and this of necessity will
improve in relation to the amount the gns is
purified. In actual tests we found that a kettle
of water took no lonper o boil on gas produced
by AMr. Fox than it does on town gas, and con-
sidering the conditions under which the stoves
were tested, this more than justifies the elaim
maide for this gas by Mr, Fox. We understana
that further purification of the gas to remove
all traces of far, ete., is being further gone into
by Mr. Fox, in which ease stoves as supplied by
us should be much more efficient.

We would like to stress that although we are
af the opinion that the test which was held at
Midland Junction proved ouite satisfactory as
far as our stoves are concerned, we would need
to have these stoves tested on the gos referred
to under ideal seientifie ennditinns before we
would be satisfied to the point where we conld
give vou an authoritative comment an their
efficieney,

Any further particulars on {his snbject will
he very readily given should such o tequired
by your Department. )
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That is proof obtained by practical people,
without having any knowledge of the ealori-
fic values of the gas, that gas produeed from
this so-ealled poor, low-grade ecoal from
Collie, which has heen regarded as of no
consequence, can boil water under bad con-
ditions as fast as can gas produced by the
Perth City Council from coal brought 2,000
miles from Neweastle. That is what astounds
me. We are looking for wealth in this coun-
try—or we think we are—and yet at our
very door we have 300,000,000,000 tons .of
eoal that can produce gas as good as that
produced from coal brought from the Bast-
crn States. Yet not one effort has Deen
made by any outside body, apart from the
present Labour Government, to endeavour
to get Mv, Fox to prove his contentions. I
believe that Bunbury has made some effort
in this direction, having suggested that a
plart conld be put in that town if moncy
could be raized for the purpose. Bul we
are short of gas in Perth and the Pertk City
Couneil—which should be sufficiently pat-
riotie or local-minded or parochial, or what-
ever members like to eall it, to prefer to use
Western Australian products rather than
import supplies from outside—has not even
asked its engineer to contact Mr. Fox, and
has no intention of doing se.

My, Monn: Does the engineer wanl to
meet him?

Mr. TRIAT: T do not know. Probably
the City Council does not want fo meet him,
Why should we allow coal t3 he hrought
2,000 miles from the Eastern Siates, when
transport is difficult to obtain and when wo
ean produce an artiele that wil! give us gas
just 28 good? Sooner or later we shall huve
to wake up and insist that if people who
are in responsible positions—either gnvern-
mental or otherwise—fail to take advantage
of the resources of this State, the yuivker
they are removed the better it will he for
Weslern  Australia, I would like to see
5,000 men employed in the Tollie coalficlds
producing the valuable eoal we have there,
beeause it is not the low-grade stuff people
have been talking about. Let us create a
township there at Collie worth ealling a
township. Let us produce the valuable by-
products, sich as tars and various liquids
that ean he obtained from the coal.

Mr. Mann: South Australia would like to
have that coalfield.
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Mr, TRIAT: Yes. We have it bere. Let
us use it. I remember that when Mr. Fox
eame here, he said, “I could make eoke from
Collie coal if I were given an opportunity.”
But the opportunity was never given him
by the Government, and he did not have the
money to proceed. There are iwo sorts of
coke. Commereial eoke is obtmined from
the powerhouse in Perth. It is a very soft,
porous coke with not much intense heat. The
other coke, metallurgtenl coke, is a hard,
metallic substanee which giver o terrifie
heat. The one is suitable for ordinary fir-
ing and the other for breaking down iron
ore. Mr. Fox claimed he could produce the
metallurgienl coke but everybody sniggered
and thought it was pot possible. But the
lidland workshops tests showed that coke
eould be produced from the Collie coal that
was as good as the best Neweaslle coke. Tt
ix visible and can be seen; it is procurable;
but nothing has been done to make sure
that sufticient quantities from Collie eoal
are obtained to ecarry on the manufacture
of steel, iron and varions other commodities
of that kind in the production of which we
must sooner or later engage.

Tf memhers have read the morning paper,
they will have scen the reference to Yampi
Sounnd, and to the fact that £1,000,000 iz
being spent at Cockatoo Island by the
Broken Hill Piy. Co. te manufacture iron
from the best iron-ore in Australia; but it
s not to be manufactured in Western Aus-
tralia. The ore is to be carted several thou-
sand of miles away. Valuable material is
going out of the State. The company is
eoing to spend £1,000,000 on that projeet;
and if that company ean spend money to
cart our iron-ove away, we can afford to
spend it on testing a plant to treat the
ore in Western Anstralia. TIi is long over-
due. A resolution was earried in this House
last session asking that an investigation
should be made as to whether heavy indus-
tries conld be started here. Of eourse they
ean he! Mr, Fox told local engineers at
a meeting recently that for £7,000 he could
produce 10,000 tons of pig-iron a year. He
said, “WMy eosts will not exceed the costs of
the iron and pig-iron produced in New-
castle, New South Wales.” I belicve that
My, Fox is right after what he has done. He
said, “For a further £12,000 I will put vp
rolling-mmills to roll small bars up ic one
inch. I will supply all the drawn wire that
Mallochs will reqnire to meet their oversea
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orders, and I will not draw on the Yampi
iron-ore to do it. I will use only Western
Australian material and labour.” We should
try to find someone with suflicient money to
put up £7,500 to back this man, or £12,000
to test his rolling-mill scheme. Tt must be
done.

We are not going to allow millions ot
tons of iron-ore ta be taken from this State
to New South Wales to be eonverted into
iron. It is all very fine to say that Collie
coal is bad, but the real faects to the con-
trary are now proved. I have not been able
to get the actual reports, but I am going
to ask the Government to table the report
of the tests. All I have are a few figures
given me by a man who should not have sub-
mitted them; it was not Mr, Fox. An-en-
gineer gave me some figures the other day
and said T eould use them, but not his name.
He said, “Yon have my assurance that these
figures are eorreet.” A test of industrial gas
was made over a period of 934 hours af
the Midland Junetion Workshops. The oil
was tested against the gas to find out the
true value, and these are the figures of the
lost:—

Gas.
£ s 4
3,685 lbs. of coal at 20s. per ton 1 12 11
Fre:ght and handling charges at
19s. 64. per ton .. 112 4
Wapes at 185 8d. per day I 110
Fun .. 0 4 1
do, 0 3 3
do. .. .. 90 411
83 per cent. over- rldmg charges .. 018 7
£5 17 11
Oil.
£ s 4
250.7 gallons at la. - 1210 8
Freight and hamllmg charges 011 9
Air 0 8 2
£13 10 7

Just fancy the over-riding eharge in the
case of the coal gas heeruse it was the usnal
practice at the workshops! That was raised
even thongh this was a Western Australian
product. T wish to draw attention teo
the faet that not one penny piece of the
£5 17s. 11d. for gas would leave Western
Australia. Members ean see the result of
that test. It is not credible that such a
thing ean oceur and we hear nothing ahout
it. Of the £13 10s. 7d. in the case of the oil
the amounts for freight and handling
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ebharzes and for air are the onlv ones that
would have been spent in the State. The
rest of the money would have gone over-
sea. That sort of thing cannot continue,

We must take notice of the valuable pro-
duet we have in Collic, and whether it is
Mr. Fox or someone else who can give us
the necessary information we should seek
it cagerly. We should try to get concerns
such as the Perth Power House, which
utiliscs gas, to use this gas to boost the gas
they already have. This gas gives as much
heat per cubic foot as does the town gas of
Perth, although the calorific value is not so
high, Why not use this gas? Why not
attempt to get the Power House to use it?
I do not think I am divulging any secret
when I tell members that in 1933, accord-
ing to the report of the Perth City Couneil,
it used 400,000 gallons of Shell oil to hoost
its gas, even though it imported from the
Eastern States the highest grade coal in the
Commonwealth. This man Fox did not put
a pennyworth of anything else but Collie
coal into his product. I have very little to
do with gas; I have no interest in it, but
if Mr. Fox’s process were to be installed I
would invest everything I could in it. I
hope that recognition of Collie coal will be
given by the people of this State,

Let us hope that in ihe future instead of
an epormous quantity of iron-ore being
carted away from our State, and enormous
quantities of foreign coal brought into it,
we will utilise our own resources and give
work to the people of this State. Ten years
after this war is over many people will be
looking for work—perhaps before. We
shall be glad to have a place at Collie, or
anywhere clse, te employ 500 or 600 men.
The depression days will come again when
the men have spent their money and the
farms have reached saturation point. This
product is a wonderful thing and we should
utilise it. At Collie we have 300,000,000,000
tons of coal in an area 15 miles wide, The
possibilitics of Western Ausiralia have not
heen probed, We have lived on the easy
things in this State. We have, generally
speaking, taken up the best land, chopped
down the Dlest trees and wsed the most
easily-produced minerals. Where a thing
has not heen ecasy to get we have said, "“Well
let us buy it.” DBut we must become self-
reliant. This State will not exist for very
long with only 400,000 people in it.
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We must populate the couniry, and no-
thing will aid that population quieker than
iron or steel works. Sueh indopstries re-
quire many people. We have the best iron
in the world., We have all the flux that is
required and we have coal in Western Aus-
tralia that is second to none in Australia
excepting that at Newcastle in the Eastern
States. If utilised properly our eoal will
give us as good results as it is possible to
obtain with the highest grade Neweastle
coal. I commend that peint to the House
and hope that within the next 12 months
or so the Government will take eognisance
of what I have said and make a sincere
investigation. I believe that Mr. Fox has
made application to have the pilot plant at
Midland Junction moved to Welshpaol
where it can be tested under all conditions.

The Minister for Works: You might tell
the House that the Government is respon-
sible for keeping Mr. Fox in the State.

Mr, TRIAT: I give the Government every
credit. If it were not for the Minister for
Works Mr. Fox would not even be in West-
ern Aunstralia. If anything happens to put
Collie conl on the map it will be due to the
Minister who gave this man the opportumty
to do what he has done.

The Minister for Works:
ment did it.

Mr, TRIAT: The Minister for Works, on
behalf of the Government, took the matter
up. Mr. Fox desires that his plant be fur-
ther tested. The people at Midland Junetion
are not coneerned with domestic gas, but
at Welshpool it can be made use of, and
if the plant were transferred there we eould
find out how much of the by-product of
Collie eoal ean be obtained in addition to
the gas. 1 thank members for the hearing
they have given me, and I hope some re-
eognition will be given of what I have said.
We have, in Collic coal, a produet as valu-
able as gold if we will only use it

The Govern-

ME. BERBY (Irwin-Moore) [8.8]:
too, as a man without a party, would like
to express the same congratulations which
have been so freely, genuinely and sineerely
given in the House to those who have par-
ticipated in the changes of ministerial posi-
tions. I would also like to welcome the
new member for Viectoria Park, [ think
we will all agree, after last night, that the
contributions he will make to the debates
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here will be of estreme value. A lot of
water has gone under the bridge since the
last Address-in-reply.

Mr. McLarty: There is no doubt about
that.

The Premier: The Pinjarra Bridge?

Mr. BERRY: 1 believe that in passing
under the Pinjarra Bridge the. water is
taking half the country with it, and that
would be as necessary to deal with as the
eoal position, of which we have heard from
the hon. member who has:just resumed his
seat. On V.E. duy the people of Europe
celebrated, amidst the greatest excitement
possible, ta show their gratitude, but I am
sorry to have to say that my experience
on V.E. day, in Western Australia, was the
saddest and most sombre experience pos-
sihle. By the time the day was over I had
the feeling that I had spent the whole of
the period in mourning the losa of a
brether. I trust that, when final vietory in
the Pacific is achieved, people will be al-
lowed to do exactly as they wish on that
dav, even assuming that they wish to get
drunk. It will be an occasion when even
T might get drunk, and I do not think any-
hody in this Chamber has ever seen me in
that state.” It will be a ghastly business if
we take no notice of that day, as was the
ense on V.E. day.

On the occasion of the Address-in-reply
it is a diffieult matter for any member to
speak without repeating what other mem-
bers have already said. I am sorry that
I must be guilty of some repetition. On
the housing question T am in agreement
with everything that has so far been said.
I was in agreement with the member for
Mt. Maguet when he said that it was neces-
sarv, on the (oldfields, to supply cheap
refrigerators for the houses whieh it is
proposed to build. That applies equally to
the farms and eountry districts, and to
Western Australia generally. After o
great deal of experience, knocking about
the world, T am sure that I have never seen
people who put up a braver fight against
the more difficult odds than do the women
in the conntry districts of Western Aus-
tralia. There should be no housing scheme
fostered by any Government in Australia
which does not take that into the fullest
consideration. Fvery country house should
be a decent place to live in and should
have electric light and refrigeration. T
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think there should be some school for the
training of people for domestie help in
the houses of the country.

Another point that has been raised is the
question of taxation. Taxation has become
unbridled and has gone mad. It is the
serpent in our economic garden of Eden.
It is a serpent which started as a small
suake, but has been pampered and fostersd
until, today, it is an economic boa-gon-
strietor which is breaking the bones of the
skeleton of our entire economy. While I
know that it wds necessary for us to in-
dulge in these fantastic finaneial measures
during the period of war, there is no jus-
tifiecation whatever—now that the war is
practically over—for not tackling this very
severe and dangerous probiem. The other
day 1 was reading 2 book, and I made some
notes which I will now consult to show the
incidence of taxation in Australia. We are
called vwpon to pay income tax, land tax,
estate duty tax, gift duty tax, entertain-
ment tax, pay-roll tax, sales tax, vermin
tax, goldmining tax, totalisator tax, pro-
bate duty tax and petrol tax. We are
rated for reads, bridges, and drains. We
are taxed on our cars and ecarts, on our
drays, our bicycles and on dogs. We are
tuxed on our wircless sets. Single fruit
trees in our gardens are taxed, Our guns,
rifles and revolvers arc taxed.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Why not tax our
bachelors ?

Mr. BERRY: Everything is taxed but
our cats. It is an insult to their species,
but now that I have ‘drawn attention to
this omission [ feel it will not be long
before eats ave included. That sort of thing
canhot continue, unless it is the intention
of the Government completely to wipe out
private enterprise and competition. If that
is the intention of the Government theve is
no better method than taxation by which to
do it. We are manpowered and restricted.
Wer are required to have petrol licenses,
driving lieenses, food coupons and elothing
coupons, and in addition we have to fill in
thousands of forms every time we want
something,

Mr. W. Hegney: The people in Europe
would pot mind it.

Mr, BERRY': The people in Europe will
not do it, once the war is over.

Mr. W, Hegney: Neither will we!
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Mr. BERRY: I am sure that the people
in Europe would not be happy about hav-
ing to do it any longer than neeessary. If
it is the intention to socialise this eountry,
that is the eleverest means by whieh to de
it. beeause that will eripple business and
industry until such time as there will bhe
no business and no industry. If a person
possessed a farmn today and drew a salary
of £600 per annum from some other source
—szneh as when we work in this Assembly—
he would find that after producing £1,000
of profit from his farm his taxation would
leave him with practically nothing—£618 in
all.

Mr. Fox: He would not go short of a
feed.

Mr. BERRY: Has the memher who in-
terjected ever gone short of a feed?

Mr. Fox: That is not the point!

Mr. BERRY: I have heen ncarer going
short of a feed while working on farms in
Australia than I have in any other sphere
where T have worked elsewhere during my
life. I cannot remember that the people in the
cities suffered any greater hardship—if they
sulfered as much—than did the people in the
country. If a person decides to increase his
performance or expand his industry in order
to make more money, and dares to produece
£5,000 profit on a farm today—which he
could do quite casily if he had 1,000 baconers
to be sold during 12 months, plus his other
business—he finds that of that £5,000, £3,530
is immediately taken for taxation. As I re-
mavked carlier, of the £600 per annum from
an outside sourec, no less a sum than £560
would he taken. That is why the remark
was made, by the member for York, that
today people arve saying, “We are not going
to produce if we find, at the end of it, that
we have fo pay so much over in the form of
taxation.” I have heard the same story
throughout the eity. It may have been un-
fortunate that the hon. member picked on
the wharf lumpers, but I can assure you,
My, Speaker, that I have been told the same
thing from every working source, also. The
story is to be heard on every hand.

Mr. Perkins: I referred to other people as
well as lampers.

AMr. BERRY: Well, I am mentioning the
farmer particularly, though I know full well
that this invidious burden is imposed on
every form of business. If a farm is en-
cumnbered, the mortgagee will take the whole
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of the money and pay the farmer’s taxation,
and the farmer has o repay the amount plus
interest. These are things that are going to
damage produetion and industry, and yet the
member for Mt. Magnet wants us to encour-
age local resources and industrial opportuni-
ties. It will bhe difficult under existing
economies. The man on the land is going
to find that the incidence of taxation is so
high, that before he has had an opportunity
of ridding himself of his debt, which has
been crippling him for years, we shall have
reached another period of depression the
like of which we experienced some years ago.

Some people promise us a golden age;
they say that there will be no depression
after this war. These are the people who
have given lip service in public places to
the great reconstruction schemds to be under-
taken in the post-war years when there shall
be no turmoil and oo strikes. But what have
we done in preparation for those times?
Already men are returning from the war and
we are not prepared to put them into em-
ployment as desired. We have a land settle-
ment scheme, which seems to be in so
nebulous a form that few of us understand
exactly what it is all ahout. Probably the
Premier understands it, and after the forth-
coming Premiers’ Conference I hope he will
be able to give us full information. How-
ever, I stress the fact that if these men re-
turning from the war are to be put on the
land burdened with the present colossal taxa-
tion and debt, there will be no hope for
them.

In my opinion taxation today is the biggest
evil in our midst. It is an evil that we must
throttle, It must be throttled; otherwise we
ourselves will die of strangulation. T apree
with the member for Pilbara in his desire to
secure relief from ineome taxation at once
for the people in the North-West. I was
amazed to read in the Lieut.-Governor’s
Speech a claim that the North-West had re-
turned to normal. Judging by various state-
ments made in this House, it would appear
that conditions there are a long way from
normal. I trust everything will be done to
ensure that the transport facilities, which the
members for the North-West are fighting
so hard to secure, will be placed at the dis-
posal of those settlers without delay.

Another item in the Speech stressed the
necessity for the production of more wheat,
It said— )
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Stocks of wheat in the Commonwealth are at
a dangerously low level, and an inerease in pro-
duetion ig vital in Western Australia,

In the light of what I have said abouf taxa-
tion, I regard this statemenf as merely a
piong hope. People will not exert the effort
to produce more if they find that it does
not pay to produce it. Some of us in the
country have made that discovery already.
We have found that it is folly to drag the
whole family out, in the absence of ade-
quate labour, to build up an ineome only to
be blistered to such an extent that the family
cannot be properly rewarded for their work.
Of course we can produce more wheat; the
mechanical age has made that posgible.

There is much tatk at present about the divi-

sion of the atom, something hitherto eon-
sidered to be impracticable. Yet we have
now reached the stage when it is possible.
Fortunately we reached the goal ahead of
our enemies.

With mechanieal aid, we are capable of
increasing production, hut if we put into
the hands of human beings machinery that
will permit of the situation being exploited,
we shall find many of our people, as we
did in 1930, starving amidst plenty. I sug-
zest that in order to step up the production
of the State as quickly as possible, the Pre-
mier and the Minister for Agrieulture
should lose no time in endeavouring to oh-
tain as many tractors as possible, in good
order, from the Army anthorilies, I zaw one
tractor which lay idle at Rockingham for
months and only the other day it was moved
away. That tractor, instead of lying idie
for so long, might have been doing good
work on a farm. The position regarding
machinery in the hands of the Avmy is much
the same as the manpower position we have
discussed so often. The laboor we need is
still in the Army and is being kept there.
We know that some of the men are unfit
for the Army, but they are still being re-
éained. If the manpower and machinery
problems are seitled satisfactorily, there will
be no diffienlty in increasing the produe-
tivity of our wheat lands. Again, however,
I strike 2 note of warning by saying that
we should be very careful not to use wildly
the mechanieal power which has been placed
in our hands and which if abused, will lead
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us into the realm of intense diffieulty
through over-production, It is imperative
too, to stabilize prices.

Another important point is to ensure that
galvanised iron, fencing wire and wire-
netting are made available to farmers as
soon as possible, We feel that black wire
and netting are being deliberately foisted on
us when galvanised material could be made
avpilable. Some time ago I asked questions
in the House on that point, but we still feel
that we are not getting a fair deal. We be-
lieve it is possible to supply us with the
galvanised material. I know that the Minis-
ter for Agrienlture will take this matter up
and do his best for us. We are not satisfied
with the black material; in faet, many of us
do not want to use it.

I must make reference to the quality of
the superphosphate being supplied. Two
years ago I said it was high time that we
reverted to the type of superphosphate pre-
viougsly obtsined from Ocean Island, and
I may say it is higher time now. That
superphosphate was formerly used in
this State with greal success, The state
of the imported material is such that
we practically have no secondhand bags,
Tt i3 exceedingly diffieult to take (he
superphosphate ont of the bag before the
superphosphate takes itself out. The time
hay arrived when we must have the very
best for our production in this State, and
[ vefer as much to pastures as to wheat.
If we improve our pastures we shall solve
praetically our whole problem of soil ero-
sion, at all events in those portions of the
State where pastures will grow. It is even
said fthat the =wecond-elass superphosphate
we are receiving is responsible for our lamb-
ing trouble this =cason. That trouble is a
very serious one indeed. Persorally, 1 am
inelined to think that the teaching of the
ancient Chinese will give us a hetter answer
than the oneg I have just suggested, and
that is that a balanced pasture must not
comprise move than 16 per cent. of clover.

TUnauestionably, our pastures today are
one mass of clover; I am speaking more
particularly now of the part of the State
from which I come. T have a feeling that
it will he found that if thiz difficulty is over-
come our lambing trouble will cease. A
neighbour of mine from 234 sheep got, T
think, 13 lambs this year, and he is depen-
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dent on fat-lamb raising. He is so upset
that he has siated publicly it is his inten-
tion not' to breed lambs any longer. If
lamb production in this State ceases, can
you, Sir, or any member of the Department
of Agriculiure or the Depariment of Edu-
cation tell me where our sheep are to come
from in three years’ time? The question is
a vital one. It may be that the answer can
be found at Clare in South Australia, and
probably other districts, where T understand
the problem has been solved by planting
perennial ryve, phalaris, and Wimmera rye-
grass as a balance in clover pastures. Their
lambing conditions are now more or _less
normal. -

At the moment we are giving the question
of education-much lip-service. I hope it
will not end there. With the Leader of the
Opposition, I hope that our new Minister
for Education will not let the matter resh
there, but he, too, has his limitations, as he
is unable to obtain the necessary finance,
The time has come when we must pay heed
to the demands from ecountry as well as
urban districts for better edueation for our
children. Most members have, I think, seen
the area school pictures which were shown
in Shell House by the Shell Oil Co. some
little time ago and in which was depicted the
amazing scheme which has been inangurated
in Tasmania. There is every reason to be-
lieve that the standard of edueation in this
State two years ago was perhaps amongst
the lowest in the world. Notwithstanding
that we aeclaim our standard of education in
Auqstralia to be the highest, I have seen some
rotten things in the country, but a great
ehange has come over the people there.
Eduecation rommittees comprising hoth
men and women have been formed for
various zones with the determination te
secure the best possible edueation for the
children. That has to be, and if the State
cannot provide the finanee then the Com-
monwealth Governmernt must do so. ‘While
on this subject, let me draw the attention of
members to the queston of the sub-normal
child. I intend to quote a figure, bub
whether it is correet or not I cannot say.
I understand the percentage of =ub-normal
children in this State is 15. The problem
is one which so far we have neglected and
thouzht very little about.

Mr. Needham: Is that percentage for the
State or for the Commonwealth?
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My, BERRY: The State! If the percen-
tage is eurrect, then the position is a most
serious one, not so wuch for the sub-normal
children as for those responsible.

Mr. Withers: Perhaps we make up the 15
per cent. here!

Mr. BERRY: The problem is one whieh
I commend earnestly to the consideration of
Cobinet as well as to every member of this
House. I am informed from a reliable
source—a State school-teacher who is parti-
cularly interested in this subjeet—that it is
quite possible to lift the sub-normal child
up to a point where he is not sub-normal
any longer. If that be so, we have no jus-
tifieation for rendering only lip-service to
such a need; we should be ashamed, and so
should the Government, when we consider
that suech a state of affairs not only exists
but is permitted to eontinve. I hope when
the Estimotes come down that the Minister
will tell us that 2t long last we are afive to
the heinous neglect of this dangerous gues-
tion. If we can give these unfortunate
childven only a 50 per cent. uplift chance
in the cconomit battle ahead of us we shall
have at least achieved something.

I cannot on this Address-in-reply speech
omit to mention the fishing industry. That
industry is in course of being reviewed,
I have no doubt, but nothing of a practicai
nature has yet heen put forward. We are
slill destroying spawning fish where they
spawn, and we are still going to wonder
where our fish are to come from later, even
as we are wondering now, I saw schnapper
marked up in a shop the other day at 3=
a pound.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: It
ghark.

Mr. BERRY: It 1s not so very long ago
when schnapper sold at 6d. and 1s. each. It
is within our own knowledge that we
shipped tons of dried schnapper to the
Far East at £10 per ton. All of this goes
to prove that we had the fish; it also goes
to prove that we slanghtered them by the
ton. Today we are still killing them while
they are full of roe. During the past few
years you, Sir, have come to me and asked,
“How are the fish at Safety Bay?’ and I
have been forced to reply, “No fish down
there”  There is heinous and dangerous
negleet of this industry, We are sweeping
our heaches with nets and ecatching fish
heavy in spawn, We are destroying fish
heavy in spawn and wondering why the
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fish do not return. It iz a simple subtrac-
tion sum; if you take away the whole no-
thing is left.

We are told people are now sweeping
along our coasts in aeroplanes and loecating
shoals of fish. If fish are migrating to
spawn and ave heavy with spawn, they
should be allowed to go. If they are not
heavy with spawn, they should be eaptured.
I maintain that every fish that comes into
an estuary on this coast to spawn should be
allowed to do so anmolested and should be
allowed to go back to sea unmolested; and
I maintain that it is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to know exactly where these fish
go and where they can be caught when not
in spawn. In that way only can we estab-
lish a permanent fishing industry in this
State for returned soldiers. I am given to
understand that returned soldiers and
sailors’ organisations have already made an
advance in this direction; they wish to start
this fishing industry. It is & very hard in-
dustry; it is not very luerative—even with
prices what they are today—bhecause of the
aumber of days on which the barometer
says, “You may not go out.”

It is necessary that our young men com-
ing back from the war should be allowed
and encouraged to engage in this industry,
if there is an Industry; but it is the duty
of the State Government and of the Com-
monwealth Government to make absolutely
certain that there is such an industry on
our coast. I am inclined to think there is,
I picked up an old Government report some
time ago which spoke of an area alongside
Carnarvon—I do not quite know how far
away from Carnarvon—said to be 40 miles
square, and deseribed as the playground of
flat fish. The report spoke of a flathead
there going to 9 Ibs. in weight. T have
never seen one that size; but if they knew
that 50 or 60 years ago, why do we not do
something about it today? Why is West-
ern Australia for ever marking time and
letting things slide? Why cannot fishermen
have nets?

Mrs. Cardell-Qliver: They cannot obtain
permits,

Mr. BERRY: Never mind about per-
mits; they cannot get the nets! Yet a jour-
nal in Sydney—*Power and Motor,” I think
it is called—actually advertises nets for
gale. Why is that? There is probably a
very good answer. It may be that these



152

reople advertize but have not got the goods;
but that seems a funny way of spending
money. I think the House is probably tired
of listening to me, and I am tired of talking
to the House.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: You have not men-
tioned ships.

Mr. BERRY: In that respect I wish to
congratulate the Government on the effort
that has been put forward and on what has
been achieved, I think 10 out of 14 vessels
have already been huilt and have gone away.
Most pleasing to me is the fact that I have
met several people who have told me that
these little ships made at Fremantle have
done most excellent work in the Solomon
Islands. That is the finest tribute that
could be paid to the Premier and his
‘Cabinet. These people are quite eonvineed
that the ships are worth-while. We, in our
carping criticism—to use the phrase of the
Leader of the Opposition—say they cost too
much. They probably did; but I suggest
that everything costs too much in Australia,
and when it comes to a question of com-
petition with other eountries for the trade
of which I have so often spoken here with
countries not so very far away from ns,
we will have to look to that point.

I suggest that the bombing and devasta-
tion taking place in the Far East has prob-
ably denuded the whole of that part of the
world of junks and small wooden ships.
What is wrong with our eoming in on that
trade? We are produeing little ships at‘the
Causeway—as the member for Victoria
Park said just now—and T rveeenily saw
the amaxing sight of a wooden vessel
being towed through the streets on a trailer.
I should imagine that vessel was 15 or 20
tons. I know there is a sale for that type
of boat in the Far East, and there will be
a greater need for these vessels there be-
cause of the devastation which has taken
place. T understand that alveady India has
made inquiries about our wooden boats fitted
with power engines. That industry can be
developed and go northward from here. I
trust that with regard to the next two ships
that are being built we shall tell the Army
we are sorry but that we want them for the
North-West; though I should imagine that
two vessels for that portion of the Staie
would he a mere flea-bite.

On motion by Mr. Styanls, debate ad-
Journed.,

[COUNCIL.]

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

Council’s Messuge.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees appointed by that House.

House adjonrned at 8.47 p.m.

Tegislative Council.

Thursdey, 9tk August, 1945,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION.
COLLIE COAL.

As to Gasification. R

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS (for Hon. H.
Seddon) asked the Chief Seecretary:

1, What did the analyses of the gases
obtained in the gasification of Collie Coal
disclose as to the percentage of the various
components—(a) for the rich gas; (b) for
the low gas?

2, By whom were the analyses made?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

%

1, (a) Carbon dioxide .. .. 2.9
Oxygen . .. 09
Unsaturated  compounds 0.1
Carbon monoxide 22.9
Methane 4.0
Hydrogen .. 11.2
Nitrogen (by d:ﬁ'elent:e) 57.0

(b) Carbon dioxide . 20
Oxygen .- 11
Tnsatorated r:ompounds .. not
determined

Carbon monoxide 41.5
Methane 4.2
Hydrozen . 358
Nitrogen (by dlﬂ’crence) 15.5

2, Government Mineralogist, Analyst and
Chemist.



